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FOREWORD 


The Extension Services Project in India has put in subs- 
tantive efforts in the area of school improvement. Its main 
focus has been on vitalising the classroom instruction through 
a programme of inservice education of teachers and other 
educational personnel. This programme has been considered 
a very effective programme in the direction of school 
improvement. 


One neglected aspect of a programme of school improve- 
ment is enriching the content background of school teachers. 
The most significant activity in this direction is the involvement 
of teachers in developing instructional materials. It is only 
when teachers are involved in developing instructional materials 
that real improvement in classroom takes a shape. During 
the two years— 1966-67 and 1967-68 all the Extension Services 
Departments in the country have been involved in a programme 
-of developing instructional materials in the form of teaching 
units. In many cases the teachers have been assisted in the 
programme by training college personnel and even lecturers 
from the colleges of Arts and Science. These materials will 
prove useful in improving the classroom instruction on the 
one hand and on the other in motivating the teachers to de- 
velop a wide variety of materials so useful in improving the 
instructional programme. 


On repeated requests from the Extension Services Depart- 
ments, the Department of Field Services has decided to select 
a few specimen teaching units developed by classroom teachers 
for a wider dissemination and try out by teachers. The 
suggestions of teachers in improving these materials and in 
removing the deficiencies will go a long way iù improving this 
programme in the country. 


The Department of Field Services is happy to bring out the 
experimental editions of the materials developed by teachers 
under its scheme of centralised publications. The Department 


hopes that the Extension Centres will collect reactions of the 
teachers and their suggestions for further improvement of these 
materials. The Department also hopes that the Extension 
Centres will intensify the programme of involvement of 
teachers into this programme which constitutes a challenging 
dimension in the programme of Educational Extension in this- 
country. 


New Delhi M.B. BUCH 
Dated : 5.2.1969 HEAD 
Department of Field Services- 


INTRODUCTION 


During recent years the National Council of Educational 
Research and Training had given considerable thought to the 
development of improved instructional materials to accelerate 
the process of improvement of the quality of school education. 
In the light of our experience in the field of educational exten- 
sion we are fully convinced that the development of improved 
instructional materials in order to raise the effectiveness of 
classroom instruction must involve the classroom teacher. With 
this in view one of the major programmes undertaken by NIE 
aimed at improvement of quality in education has been the 
development of teaching units in school subjects for the benefit 
of classroom teachers. The Department of Field Services has 
been encouraging Extension Services Departments attached to 
more than 140 training institutions in the country to undertake 
similar work by involving experienced and competent classroom 
teachers in this process. It is gratifying to report that almost all 
the Extension Services Departments could set up strong working 
groups of teachers to develop instructional materials as a broad 
programme of educational extension. This has been found to 
be an excellent extension technique for promoting professional 
growth among practising teachers. The empbasis has been more 
on development of understanding and skills of teachers through 
their involvement rather than the production of materials. As 
such the materials produced should be treated as experimental. 


During 1967-68 more than 350 teaching units in various 
school subjects were developed by the Extension Services 
Departments, Most of these units were screened and 
refined by experts locally available before they were circulated 
among teachers for try out. By this process the classroom 
teachers are now in a position to remedy deficiencies in teaching 
by drawing freely new subject matter and teaching techniques 
from relevant teaching units. Further, at present, alongwith 
the explosion of school-going population, there has been 
witnessed a corresponding explosion of knowledge. Many text- 
books and teaching techniques have become out of date. By 
developing teaching units the Extension Services Departments 


attempted to provide the teacher with new instructional mate- 
rials which give him guidance and direction to improve his 
knowledge and methods of teaching. 


The Department of Field Services collected some samples of 
teaching units from Extension Centres and got them reviewed 
by experts with a view to print them for the use of teachers in 
the country. The present boooklet which is one in the series 
entitled “Improving Instruction’? contains the following four 
units: 


1, ‘National Unity of India’—developed by Extension 
Services Department, Vidhya Bhawan Govindram 
Seksaria Teachers College, Udaipur. 


2. ‘India’s Defence and Foreign Policy’—developed by 
Extension Services Department, Vidhya Bhawan Govind- 
ram Seksaria Teachers College, Udaipur. 


3. ‘The People and their ways of Life in Deserts’—deve- 
loped by Extension Services Department, Radhanath 
Training College, Cuttack. 


4, ‘Some Important Religions of the World’—developed 
by Extension Services Department, Vidhya Bhawan 
Govindram Seksaria Teachers College, Udaipur. 


In view of the nature and scope of a teaching unit, it is 
obvious that there is no finality about it. The materials will 
require continuous review and revision in the light of teachers’ 
experiences and reactions. The materials are not to be taken 
as prescriptive in any sense. The teaching units are a kind of 
an enriched material which the teacher can use according to 
the exigencies of the classroom teaching and availability of 
resources, Extension Services Departments, we are confident, 
will not only continue this programme more vigorously but will 
make comprehensive plan of follow-up after training teachers 
in the technique of using these materials. 


The four teaching units that we present in the following 
pages embody the collective thinking of a large number of class- 
room teachers, teacher educators and subject specialists. The 
Co-ordinators of Extension Centres have taken great pains in , 
developing the units. The Publication Unit of the NCERT has. 
given us technical assistance at different stages. 


We are confident that the teachers will find the publication 
a valuable aid in both their planning and developmental phases 
of teaching. It will also offer them a challenge to modify 
certain existing modes of operation from the stand point of 
changes in teaching methods and will make day to day teaching 
less restricted in design and learning more meaningful and 
permanent. 


M.R. GUPTA 
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(v) To stage dramas or one act plays on the cultural life of 
the people of different States. 


(vi) Preparation of an album by the students; collection of 
pictures of national heroes and saints of the different 
states of India. 


(vii) Debates on various aspects of National Unity may be 
organised, e.g. 


(a) Need of link language. 
(b) Cultural unity of India. 
(c) Politically India is one, etc., etc. 


(viii) Visitors may be invited to deliver lectures on the lives 
of the great people of their own religions. 


(ix) Tableaus may be arranged depicting the various facets 
of India. 


(x) Educational tours may be organised. 
(xi) Administering oath to the students at annual ceremony. 
(xii) Projects for the development of local community may 
be undertaken with a view to come in contact with the 
community. The students may be helped to prepare 
questionnaires to find out the local needs and problems. 
(xiii) Programmes broadcasted by the A.I.R. on National 
Integration may be arranged for the students. 


(xiv) Activities like N.C.C., Scouting, N.F.C. may be empha- 
sised in the schools. 


(xv) A school museum may be arranged with collection of 
the following types : 


(a) Dresses of different regions. 
(b) Musical instruments of different areas. 
(c) Models of important temples and dams of India, 


EVALUATION 


Tick off the most correct answer (questions 1 to 8) out of 
alternative given : 
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Indian States were re-organised on the basis of language 
in the year 


(a) 1965 
(b) 1961 
(c) 1956 
(d) 1958 


The chief characteristic of Indian Constitution is 


(a) Unity in diversity 

(b) Treatment of equality 

(c) Special status to Hindus. 
(d) No right to the minorities 


True citizenary in India can be developed only by 
means of 

(a) military force. 

(b) settling all disputes. 

(c) efforts of political parties. 

(d) education. 


Where the National Anthem is being played your 
action will be 


(a) to stand in attention position. 
(b) to check others action. 

(c) to remain busy with work. 

(d) to keep on talking. 


The idea of National Unity may be inculcated among 
the students through 


(a) social reform movement. 

(b) scouting movement in schools. 
(c) science clubs in schools, 

(d) Community dinners in schools. 


Three language formula was recommende 


d for bringi 
National Unity by ane 
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(a) State Re-organisation Commission 
(b) Election Commission 

{c) Union Public Service Commission 
(d) National Integration Committee. 


The Unity of India can be maintained through 


(a) unity of religion. 
(b) unity of hearts. 

(c) unity of languages. 
(d) unity of castes, 


At the time of foreign aggression y our main duty will be 


(a) to spread rumours. 

(b) to listen to radio. 

(c) to make greatest sacrifices. 
(d) to collect money. 


Explain the following terms 


(a) Nation. 

(b) National Integration. 

What is the role of political parties in bringing National 
Unity? 

What are the two main hinderances in maintaining 
National Unity? 

Mention the various school activities that will promote 
National Unity. 

Mention the main recommendations of the National 
Integration Committee. 

Define National Unity. Describe the factors that 
strengthen the National Unity. 


Il 


INDIA’S DEFENCE AND FOREIGN 
POLICY 


OBJECTIVES 


Knowledge 


Through the content the child will be given the following. 
knowledge : 


India has a vast boundry and has its peculiar problems. 
Modernisation of armed forces €g., army, navy and 
air force, and maintenance of unity is necessary for 
the defence of the country. 

3. The foreign policy of our country has to subserve its 
interests both economic and political. 


4, India adheres to the policy of non-alignment and 
“Panch Sheel’ in national interests. 


India has a rolein the United Nations for maintain- 
ing peace in the world. 


s ee 


gı 


Major ideas 


To enable the child to develop thc understanding of the 

following major ideas : 
1. National interest demands that there should be peace 
and friendship of India with all nations so that she 


may develop economically, technologically and militarily 
and to build up her strength. 


2. The defence of our country requires that factories and. 
fields give the maximum output. 


3. Defence and foreign policy are national concern and. 
should be above party politics. 
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4. The defence of our country is the responsibility of 
every citizen of India. 
‘Understandings 


To enable the child to develop the following understand- 


ings: 


Ae 


10. 


Skills 


Preservation of freedom, territorial integrity and sove- 
reignty is first concern of every State. 


Only a strong nation can defend its freedom and 
territorial integrity. 

The strength of a nation lies in the unity and solidari- 
ty of her different units and high morale of its people. 


Mental and physical preparedness on the part of nation 
is very necessary for effective defence of the country. 


Preparation for defence against aggression is closely 
related to the country’s industrial and scientific develop- 
ment. 


Indian foreign policy is based on principles of non- 
alignment and co-existence. 


India’s foreign policy is the projection of her national 
interests including her defence and economic develop- 
ment. 


India does not believe in aggression but will 
certainly defend its territorial integrity against any 
aggression. 


India’s interest of defence and security requires that 
her border areas should be clear of all doubtful 
elements and be invulnerable to neighbouring propa- 
ganda, infilteration and sabotage. 


Foreign service of India and her intelligence service 
have to improve their efficiency in national interest. 


To help the child to acquire the following skills : 
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1. Toacquire the skill of reading maps and to locate 
and distinguish natural boundaries of India with neighbouring 
countries. 


2, To inculcate among the students the skill to participate 
effectively in the National Fitness Corps and other programmes 
of the schools. 


3. Ability to participate in discussion and debates with a 
view to give expressions to one’s own ideas. 


4, Ability to distinguish between propaganda and truth. 
Attitudes and interests 


To help the child to develop the following attitudes and 
interests + 


1. To inculcate among students the spirit of preparedness 
for the defence of the country. 


2, To inculcate among students an interest to join organi- 
sations like N.C.C., Scouts and Guides. 


3. To develop respect for the principles of non-alignment 
and the Panch Sheel, 


4. To develop better relationship with the foreigners in 
the country. 


5. To appreciate the efforts of international agencies for 
the solution of racial problems and colonialism. 


6. To create an interest in the students to read the biogra- 
phies of Nehru, Kennedy, Attlee and others who have been 
the architects in making of foreign policies of their countries. 


Concepts 


Following concepts will be made clear during the teaching 
of the unit : 


Non-alignment, Balance of Power, Panch Sheel, Power 
Politics, Cold War, Geopolitics, Guerilla Warfare, Truman 
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Doctrine, Eisenhower Doctrine, Colombo Plan, ‘Jai Jawan, 
Jai Kisan,’ etc. 


The major concepts are explained below : 
Non-alignment 


The policy of non-alignment is defined as not entering into 
military alliances with any country and in particular with a 
country belonging to either the capitalist or the communist bloc. 


Non-alignment implies non-involvement and independent 
policy indentifying or deciding every issue on its merit and to 
seek co-existence between bipolar camps. 


Balance of Power 


It has been explained by Prof. Sidney B. Fay as : “It means 
such as just equilibrium in power among the members of the 
family of nations as will prevent any one of them from becoming 
sufficiently strong to enforce its will upon the others.” Balance 
of power was maintained by alliances, counter alliances, com- 
pensation and intervention etc. 


Colombo Plan 


Colombo Plan was a six year development plan for south 
and south east Asia. It occupies the same place as Marshall 
Plan for Europe. It was accepted in 1960 for six years in the 
first instance and later on extended for indefinite period. It 
paved the way for regional economic development. 


Truman Doctrine 


The Doctrine was propounded by President Truman of U.S.A. 
in the year 1947 by which the U.S. proposed to give economic 
and military assistance to Greece and Turkey. The measure 
was taken for checking communist movement in different nations. 


Eisenhower Doctrine 


In January 1957 U.S. President Eisenhower adopted a new 
policy for Middle East which is called “Eisenhower Doctrine”. 
Through the application of this doctrine, the U.S. declared its 
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intention to-help the middle eastern powers with financial assis- 
tance and by granting them collective security, it aimed at the 
containment of communism in West Asia. 


CONTENT 


Protection of independence, territorial integrity and sove- 
reignty is the first concern of every state. Government and 
people of India cannot afford to neglect the threat posed to her 
territorial integrity and have to take all possible steps to safe- 
guard her freedom. 


India is a vast country with vast resources and large popula- 
tion. The length of her land frontiers including total length of 
enclaves is 15,200 km. Her coastline extends to 5,700 km. 
She has thus extensive borders to defend, and is surrounded by 
Pakistan in east and west and China in the north. The two 
states being hostile to India, the problem of defending her 
borders has assumed grave importance. A part of Kashmir is 
still under Pakistani occupation. Knowing that China has the 
largest land army and militia in the World (22.5 lakhs according 
to figures given by Military Balance 1964-65, Institute of 
Strategic Studies, London), and the only Asian country with the 
atom bomb, the problem assumes much more importance. 


Defence and Foreign Policy 


Confronted with hostile regimes on her borders, it should 
be one of the main objectives of India’s foreign policy to try to 
counter the power of the enemy countries. India alone can meet 
the threat of Communist China in Asia and she must do so in 
her interest and in the interest of all her neighbours. Nepal, 
Sikkim, Bhutan, Burma, and Malaysia whose territoriol integrity 
and independence are threatened by Chinese expansionism. 
She has, therefore, to increase her military power by having 
more army divisions, air force squadrons, and better equipped 
navy. Army has to be modernised but that much alone would 
not suffice. For defensive balancing India has to take initiative 
in bringing countries of South East Asia together, and have 
better understanding with countries of the region—Nepal, 
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Burma, Malaysia, etc. She has also to cultivate better relations 
with Japan and Taiwan (Nationalist China). This has to be 
done both to strengthen the cause of peace and security. To 
meet the threat from Pakistan she has to reconsider her rela- 
tions with Israel. Her foreign policy must promote 
her national interest. To say the least, the needs 
of defence and security are paramount. Defence is a 
national question and has to be considered above party politics. 
The first concern of government of any party is defence. The 
government which cannot defend its frontiers and indepen- 
dence has no right to exist. 


Defence of a country these days is a complex problem. 
World is so constituted to-day that even small nations exist and 
preserve their freedom; for whenever the independence of a 
country is threatned, the balance of power is upset and rest of 
the world rushes to protect the freedom of the country 
threatened by aggression. But the question is not only one 
of defending independence and frontiers, but also of living with 
honour. A weak nation, a nation which suffers defeat at the 
hands of her neighbours is not respected. A nation which wants 
to play a vital role in international affairs has to be militarily 
strong. Weak nations seldom play that role. The influence of 
a nation in world affairs is always proportionate to the power 
it wields. 


From the point of view of defence and foreign policy India 
should be reoriented along the following lines : 


(1) Closer and friendly relations with countries of South 
East Asia. 


(2) Foreign Service of India should be more efficient. 


(3) Activities of foreigners, especially christian missionaries, 
in India have to be carefully watched. 


(4) Watch has to be kept over infiltration from Pakistan and 
China. India’s interest of defence and security requires that 
border areas are cleared of all doubtful elements and be invul- 
nerable to neighbouring propaganda, infilteration and sabotage. 
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(5) India’s intelligence service has to be more alert and watch- 
ful regarding anti-national activities, both on borders and inside 
the country. 


Foreign Policy Defined 


An independent foreign policy is a concomitant outcome of 
a free country. India, for instance, till 1947 had no foreign 
policy, except some declared goals. In relation to every coun- 
try the policy was determined by the British Government. The 
need for a foreign policy today arises out of an imperative con- 
temporary reality of relations among nations. The pace of 
obvious interdependence among nations accelerated by the facts 
of material needs, economic growth, inter-communication, 
technological development and the gradual evolution of the 
ideas of community of interests have all subscribed to streng- 
then the foundations of relationship among nations. An ins- 
tructional frame work of foreign policy helps to integrate and 
direct these dynamic forces to the attainment of national self 
interest on the one hand and the global interest on the other. 


Foreign policy as the term denotes, is the policy of a 
nation in relation to group of nations. Inits broadest sense 
it includes the objectives, plans and actions taken by a state 
relative to its external relationship. If narrowly interpreted 
it refers to the actions of government officials to influence 
human behaviour beyond the jurisdiction of their own state. 
Foreign policy in other word; is synthesis of ends and means 
that a nation pursues in relation to other nations. 


Factors determining foreign policy of a country 


If the making of a foreign policy is a contemporary 
necessity, the question arises as to what are the constituent 
elements of an ideal foreign policy. Among the several deter- 
minants of foreign policy some of them are ge0-politics, 
economic power potential, ideology, and the power of a nation 
in terms of its defensive capacity. These determinants help to 
evolve the national interest such as democracy, secularism, 
economic growth and social justice. The term ““geo-politics” 
includes association and assertion of location, topography and 
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environment. The British quest for naval supremacy in the 
nineteenth century, and the Pakistan’s overall attempt today for 
enlisting more and more armaments are the examples of the 
impact of geography in policy making. 

The economic factor also gives direction in determining 
national interest and foreign policy. Considerations of market, 
raw materials, trade, economics and credits play a vital role 
in framing the course of foreign policy. The doctrine of 
national self-sufficiency implies that each state shall have the 
maximum war potential, translate economic tension into politi- 
cal and military actions. 


Ideology has also come to occupy front position in deciding 
foreign policy. Ideology signifies cluster of ideas about 
government, economics, society and history and life itself—ideas 
with a broad popular appeal used for political ends. Two 
reasons may be advanced which have made ideology an 
important variable in policy making—first, the truimph of 
communism and second, participation of masses in decision 
making after the First World War. The impact of ideology 
today is so strong that foreign policy objectives are often 
put in the garb of ideals with a catch word such as justice, 
peace, freedom, Asia for Asians, co-existence, non-alignment, 
“White-mans burden’ and “biological necessities”. The 
major ideas that have shaped India’s policy are aimed to 
maintain India in today’s world and to allow for natural 
development of her people according to their needs, tradition 
and desires. It is also accepted that it is necessary for every 
nation to refrain from interfering in the affairs of others. The 
policy making works on the premise “the defence of our 
country is the responsibility of every citizen of India”. Another 
significant determinant of foreign policy is the leadership of 
the country. Some individuals play a vital role in policy 
making and their personality is so well reflected that the 
policy becomes a virtual embodiment of their ideas. Canning’s- 
name is associated with the ‘Balance of Power’ as Pt. Nehru’s 
name with non-alignment. Monroe Doctrine, Polk Doctrine, 
Truman Doctrine, Eisenhower Doctrine, Stalin’s Iron curtain 
and Mao's Gun Barrel Diplomacy are some good examples to 
the point. 
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The most important determinant of the foreign policy is the 
power of a nation. International politics is struggle 
for power. The nations are found struggling either to keep 
power or to increase power or to demonstrate power, resulting 
respectively into the policy of status quo, policy of 
imperialism and policy of prestige. It is an admitted reality that 
«success of foreign policy by and large depends on the power of a 
nation. Power is an ability of a nation to influence the behaviour 
of another nation. Power is necessary not only to safeguard but 
also to extend one’s influence, essential to serve the national 
interest of a country. Security, prosperity, and stability are the 
absolute goals of a nation and a nation devoid of power cannot 
realise them. Power may find its manifestation in economic 
superiority, defence preparedness or in political strength of a 
nation, i.e. preparedness of defence which in itself lies in armed 
forces, naval and air force, measures adopted to modernise 
armed forces, defence equipment and training, suppression of 
rumours, conscientious hard work, wise consumption of goods 
necessary for defence, measures for increased defence 
production and orientation of industries for defence 
and finally the public opinion, press and publicity, the 
Constitutional politics, the diplomacy and the character and 
the morale of the people goto determine the policies and its 
implementation. 


India’s Foreign Policy. 


Coming to India, the responsibility of making her own fore- 
ign policy fell on Indian shoulders on the attainment of her 
freedom. In one sense the foreign policy of India can be dated 
back to September 2, 1946 when the Interim Government was 
formed. And it was understood that India was in effect free 
to have her own foreign policy, Pt. Nehru in his broadcast 
after the formation of Interim Government in September 2, 
1946 said, “We have to develop close and direct contact with 
-other nations and to cooperate with them in the furtherance of 
world peace and freedom”. At a press conference on Septem- 
ber 26, 1946 Pt. Nehru elaborated India’s foreign policy aim as 
the promotion of international peace, cooperation with the 
United Nations, friendliness with all nations, more particularly 
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with the neighbouring countries in Asia, membership in the 
Commonwealth of nations, freedom of dependent peoples and 
opposition to racial discrimination. The note worthy features 
of India’s foreign policy in a broad sense has been her policy 
of non-alignment and her desire to follow the Indian tradition 
that the right means must be adopted to achieve the desired 
aims. However, much she herself might fall short of the ideal, 
in her approach to question of war and peace there is what 
may be seen an undue emphasis on negotiations as a mean of 
securing agreement on points of difference. 


Non-alignment 


Non-alignment is the key note of India’s foreign policy. 
Non-alignment is best .defined as not entering into 
military alliances with any country. Nehru stood for 
non-alignment because of his passionate attachment to the 
cause of peace which also served the needs of the country. 
Nehru felt that if India remained non-aligned she will be able 
to exercise some influence on both blocks to preserve world 
peace. A subsidiary purpose of the policy was to maintain 
friendly relations with all countries and secure help from 
all quarters. Non-alignment is profitable for the country. 
Nehru held that “by aligning ourself with any one power you 
surrender your opinion. give up the policy you would normally 
pursue because some body else wants you to pursue her policy”. 
Non-alignment, in short, implies non-involvement and indepen- 
dent policy, judging every issue at its merit and to seek co-exis- 
tence between bipolar camps. Why India chose recourse to non- 
alignment is not without sound reasons. Non-alignment policy 
alone could meet the manifold tasks that emerged along with 
India’s independence. Independent India was a divided India 
which had gone economically bankrupt, politically segregated and 
socially communal. It was thus out of the considerations of 
economic necessity, political stability that India chose the 
policy of non-alignment. The geographical situation of India 
also justifies a non-alignment policy for her. 


The emergence of cold war in the post World War was an- 
other strong contributing factor to the Nehru’s insistence on 


30 


non alignment. Pt. Nehru’s beliefs and convictions had been 
responisble for the acceptance of this policy. 


In 1954 Pt. Nehru gave fresh interpretation to India’s foreign 
policy through a doctrinaire approached by coining a new 
caption : “Pancha-Sheel’’ which implies 


1- Mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity and 
Sovereignty. 


Non-aggression. 
Non- interference in each other’s internal affairs. 


Equality and mutual benefit. 
5. Peaceful Co-existence. 


alles Tat 


In April 1955, in Bandung Conference India found support 
in Panch-sheel from several other non-aligned powers (29 coun- 
tries) which strengthened the non-alignment as asound policy 
with acceptable connotations. It was in October 1962, when 
India met a rude shock by the wanton aggression on India 
committed by Red China ending into loss of about 15,000 
square miles of territory and the violations of our borders at 
forty two places. The chinese invasion made it obligatory for 
India to safeguard her 25000sq. miles area from the north 
east sector to western sector. India was compelled to 
make frantic efforts to increase its military power to about 
50 army divisions and 50 air force squadrons. Since her re- 
verses in NEFA, there has been an implicit acknowledgement 
for a military balance in Asia, the emphasis on defence has 
occupied main place in making of India’s foreign policy since 
1962, This inevitable stress on defence has been further reite- 
rated and strengthened on account of several subsequent 
developments after the invasion, such as explosion of atom 
bomb by China in October 1964, gradual recession of cold war 
between U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. and Pakistan agression in 1965. 
Hence there is a strong plea for defence priority in India’s 
foreign policy after 1962. In order to assess at length the 
question of defenc2 and India’s foreign policy, we raise some 
questions: 


1. How does the Government of India look at the question 
of defence ? 
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2. What is the ratio of defence requirements and present 
defence equipments? 


3. Should India manufacture atom bomb? 


Through the official statments issued by the Government of 
India after 1962 the main points of policy are whether we shall 
afford to remain non-aligned. We shall continue to build up 
our conventional armed strength as rapidly as our resources 
permit and seek the assistance of all the major powers, the 
United States, Soviet Union, United Kingdom and France in 
doing so. We shall mobilise the world opinion in U.N.O. and 
out side it against the Chinese policy towards India. We shall 
not lobby any more for the admission of China in U.N.O. 
although we still want this in order that her behaviour may be 
more amenable to discipline of world opinion. 


We shall try to persuade all the nuclear powers to guarantee 
the security of all non-nuclear nations against nuclear black- 
mail of attack. 


Although we are capable of developing nuclear devices, we 
refuse to do so because 


(a) we are dedicated to peace. We are working for univer- 
sal and general disarmament and our capacity to work for it 
will diminish if we enter into the nuclear arms race. 

(b) we cannot afford nuclear armaments. We must concent- 
rate on economic development We are against the proli- 
feration of nuclear weapons because it increases the risk of war. 


India and the Bomb 


The explosion of an atom bomb by the China in October 16, 
1964 brought to the surface sharp difference of opinion among 
Indian politicians about the desirability of manufacturing an 
atom bomb in India. Arguments for and against have been 
advanced on India’s becoming a nuclear power. The ruling 
party opposes India’s becoming a nuclear power on the ground 
that it is both economically and morally unsound for India to 
become a nuclear power. A nuclear bomb requires heavy 
investment which a developing country like India would ill 
afford, The manufacture of atom bomb could be possible at the 
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expense of India’s minimum economic requirements. Again it 
is often stated that entry into nuclear arms race will weaken 
our capacity to work for general and universal disarmament. 
India is bound by “Test Ban Treaty” and is opposed to proli- 
feration of nuclear weapons because it increases the risk of war. 
The ruling party opins that even if atom bomb is given to 
India free of cost she would not like to be a nuclear power. 


On the contrary, some are of the view that India should 
join nuclear race to secure power equilibrium. To become an 
atomic power is not to oppose non-alignment. Non-alignment 
has not been an assertion of military celibacy, for in fact we 
have used our armed forces in defence of Kashmir, Goa and 
Himalayas. Nor it is a refusal to enter into arms race; we have 
been and are engaged ina conventional arms race with Pakistan 
and China, nor is it a refusal to enter into agreements to receive 
military aids from other countries for we have entered into 
many such agreements. Non-alignment avoids permanent 
military alliance, but not limited military agreements, more 
especially in the event of aggression. Even if India accepts a 
joint guarantee it would mean an automatic escalation of 
nuclear power. 


It is also said that it is wishful thinking to believe that 
China can join a disarmament agreement; that proliferation of 
nuclear weapons will be prevented only if India does not 
acquire nuclear capability. Proliferation increases the risk of 
war, this is a grim reality. The fact is that the risk of war 
in Asia is greater at present when China has a nuclear 
monopoly. If India, therefore, develops nuclear capability the 
gains of China would be minimised. Any other alternative 
arrangment according to this school would mean nothing but 
a pious hope. 


The power and strength of India depend upon her relation 
with other global powers. If she succeeds in establishing good 
relations with major powers, she may be treated as powerful, 
though remain devoid of atomic power. Thus it is necessary to 
evaluate here, briefly, the relation of India with other powers. 


I 
NATIONAL UNITY OF INDIA 


Introduction 


The Unit has its importance from the point of view of stu- 
dents and teachers as well. The students have to learn the 
facts about the basic unity of the country and factors which 
pose a threat to National Unity. They have also to understand 
the unity in diversity. But the role of the teacher is more signi- 
ficant and delicate. He has not to sermonise nor has he 
to be dogmatic. He has to illustrate and to demonstrate 
the cultural unity of the country inside and outside the class- 
room. The success of the teaching unit depends more on the 
approach rather than on passing on the facts and figures. For 
this a teacher may have to think out more activities with a view 
to inculcate proper attitude among the students to understand 
the problems and to find out their solutions. This may go a 
long way in the realisation of the objectives of teaching the 
unit. 


Major ideas 


1. A basic unity underlies the apparent variety in the ways 
of life and the beliefs of the people in the country. 


2. National unity is necessary for the country’s freedom and 
prosperity. 


OBJECTIVES 


Knowledge 
The following information may be given to the students : 


1. For prosperity and development of the nation unity is 
essential. 
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2. The disintegrating regional or communal forces weaken 
the nation. The nation needs united people. 


3. There is relationship between sectional loyalty and 
national loyalty. The two can subsist together. 


4. As a free nation, we have our National symbols which 
demand respect. 


5. The various bodies or agencies have made their contri- 
bution to national unity. 


6. Linguism, communalism, regionalism and casteism as 
disrupting forces. 


7. Factors which can promote national unity and integra- 
tion. 
Attitudes 

1. To inculcate among the students the spirit of national 
unity. 


2. To enable the students to avoid the fissiparous ten- 
dencies. 


3. To inculcate the sense of equality and fraternity among 
the students. 


4. Toenable the students to have sympathy towards the 
weaker sections of the community, 


5. To develop an attitude to respect the ideas of others. 


6. To develop a healthy attitude towards the National 
symbols and maintenance of national property. 


7. To inculcate the sense of patriotism among the students. 
Skills 


1. To draw the map of India. 


2. To draw and prepare models and charts showing the 
various National symbols. 


3. Ability to appreciate socio-economic problems of the 
neighbouring countries. 


4. Ability to participate in the programme of the school on 
national integration. 


Application 


l. When the National Anthem is being played on, the 
students should stand in the position of attention, 


2. Atthe time of foreign aggression one should be ready 
for sacrifices. 


3. To help in the suppression of anti-national activities and 
rumours. 


4. To take active interest in civil defence programmes. 
CONTENT 
Nation 


Nation is a secular concept which presupposes in a group of 
people a number of common factors like common territory and 
history, common language, common religious and cultural tradi- 
tion, common problems and common political aspirations. 
None of these factors is indispensable. But taken together they 
bind together the members of a country with bonds of fellow 
feeling and enable them to transcend local loyalties. The people 
who are bound by such common factors constitute a full fledged 
nation when this feeling of oneness exists side by side with 
political unity and sovereign independence, 


Emotional Integration 


It means that the different groups making up a nation are 
aware of one another’s problems, share one another’s aspirations 
and experience the emotion of belonging to a single nation. 
Emotional integration requires that every Indian citizen regards 
himself first and foremost as an Indian. No matter what his 
secondary loyalties are to caste or language or religion every 
Indian should have primary loyalty to the nation. 


India as a Nation 


India is a multilingual and multireligious society. Therefore 
some people describe India as an ‘ethnographical museum’, 
But to say that India is not a nation is nothing short of calumny. 
The most important qualification for nation is the feeling of 
Oneness on an emotional basis. Today India is held together, 
not only by communications and transport and by its common 
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allegiance to Indian culture in some form, but also by a grow- 
ing allegiance to the idea of an Indian nation. The reaction of 
all the Indians to Chinese and Pakistani aggressions shows that 
throughout the country there is a feeling that “we are all 
Indians”. Moreover, India as a nation believes in the universal 
values of liberty, equality and fellowship. Her people have 
common ends of economic plenty, cultural freedom and security 
from the dangers of the authoritarian state. 


Some people believe that India is not a country. India is 
only a name which we give to a great region including a multi- 
tude of different countries. This view is untenable as it is based 
on narrow view of nation or nationality. Those scholars who 
take narrow view of nation or nationality feel that people to be 
a nation or nationality should have common race, religion, 
language and geographical unity. Considered in the above 
light, India cannot be put into the category of a nation because 
it is heterogeneous conglomeration of human beings inhabited by 
various races who follow different religions and speak different 
languages. However, this narrow approach of nation or nationa- 
lity is not accepted in present days. Nationality involves two 
factors—internal and external. External factors put emphasis 
on language, religion, race and cultural heritage. Internal 
factors put emphasis on the desire of unity of hearts. lf insis- 
tence on external factors of nationality is carried, no nation of 
the modern world can be termed as a nation in true sense. 
Most of the states which exist in the present century have been 
developed by integration of more or less heterogeneous groups. 
England, France, Canada, United States of America, Belgium 
and Switzerland can be cited as examples for the same. If 
Switzerland inhabited by French, Italian and German races, 
speaking their own languages could be regarded as a nation, 
there is no denying the fact that India is also a nation and her 
claim to be a nation is as valid as that of Switzerland or any other 
European country. Thus the old argument that India is not a 
nation is not only untenable but also unfounded and absurd. 


Secularism 


Secularism is vital to India’s future unity and her liberal 
democratic framework. It was denial of this principle that 
divided the country into two states. Uprooting of thousands 
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of families and the killing of thousands were the testimony 
to belief ina policy based on communal principles. That is 
why India accepted secular principles as the foundations of 
her constitution and state. On October 12, 1947 the late Prime 
minister Pt. Nehru said in a press conference, “We can only 
think of a secular non-communal democratic state, in which 
every individual, to whatever religion he may belong, has 
equal rights and opportunities.” (After Partition, Modern 
India Series-7. The Publications Division, Ministry of Infor- 
mation and Broadcasting, Govenment of India, 1948). D. E. 
Smith defines secular state as that ‘‘State which guarantees indivi- 
dual and corporate freedom of religion, deals with the individual 
asa citizen irrespective of his religion, is not constitutionally 
connected to a particular religion nor does it seek either to 
promote or interfere with religion.” (India As a Secular 
State, Princeton University Press, New Jersey, 1963; p. 4). This 
definition can fairly be applied to the Indian state. 


Unity in Diversity 


Unity in diversity is a unique heritage of India. Hinduism 
which is one of the important products of Indian antiquity, 
has neither a prophet nor an official scripture. It is a complex 
consisting of primitive ritualism and loftiest metaphysical 
thoughts. The contributions of early settlers like Dravidians 
(image worship), Aryans (homa or fire-worship, patriarchal 
organization, sanskrit and natural gods) and Mongoloid 
(Tantrism) produced the Pan Indian culture. Later in the 
Mughal period synthesis of Hindu and Muslim culture 
produced Hindustani music, Urdu literature and many beautiful 
pieces of art and architecture. Impact of the British and 
Christianity also conformed to the old tradition of unity in 
diversity. 


Tolerance is the hall-mark of Indian culture. Two major 
and afew minor religions took their birth in India. All major 
religions have substantial following in India. Religious perse- 
‘cution is almost unknown to India. 


History as a Pointer 


However, in the dark ages of Indian history faith in life 
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grew dim and India lost sight of its ancient culture. She 
developed controversies based on caste, community, language, 
region, etc., which in turn poisoned her national life. We 
have to learn from history and wage ceaseless war against all 
fissiparous forces in the name of religion, caste and province. 


Problem of National Unity 


The problem of national unity is new in so far as it has 
come to assume dangerous proportion and added complexity 
during the past one decade. We have to recall here the riots 
in Assam, the communal frenzy in Jabalpur and Aligarh, the 
demand of Punjabi Suba, etc., during the fifties of the present 
century. Harrison's book-Jndia-the most dangerous decade, 
filled the heart of Pt. Nehru then our Prime Minister with 
anguish and dismay. For thinking people all over the country 
national unity became a problem of the formost magnitude. 
A Committee under the Chairmanship of late Dr. Sampurna- 
nand was appointed to look into the problem of national 
integration in detail and to suggest ways and means to promote 
and strengthen national unity of India. While the Committee 
was seized with the problem, Communist China launched 
massive aggression on our borders. In the face of China’s 
aggression people of India rose like a nation and it appeared 


that China’s aggression solved the problem of national 
unity. 


However, it proved only a temporary phase. As soon 
as the fear of external aggression was warded off, the 
demon of disintegration began to raise its ugly head again. 
The forces of disintegration received a jolt during the Indo- 
Pak conflict of 1965, only to emerge still stronger in the years 
to follow. Riots in Shrinagar, Ranchi, Naxalbari; agitation 
to ban cow slaughter; agitation against the language policy of 
Government of India, etc., are serious enough to focus our 
attention to the problem of National unity. 


Disrupting Forces 
It is very difficult to attempt an analysis of and to pinpoint 


the factors responsible for the problem that has been intriguing 
our leaders and intellectuals alike as it has many dimensions 
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such as cultural, political, economic and ethical. Religious 
diversities, variety of communities, plethora of castes and 
sub-castes within a community, multiplicity of languages, all 
these factors indicate the cultural dimension of the problem. 
The political behaviour of the political leaders and parties 
indicate the political dimension of the problem. The political 
leaders and: parties try to make capital out of our diversities 
to cater to their vested interests. They wish to become leaders 
within a caste, or a community, ora region for as long as 
possible. People’s failure to arrange their loyalties according 
to their order of importance and their proneness to succumb 
to mass hysteria indicate the ethical dimension. We are 
familistic, castistic, communalistic and linguistic in our affection 
and loyalties but not always nationalistic. But the kingpin 
of the problem is economic dimension. The ulterior motive 
to monopolise the economic resources of an area exclusively 
to the people of that region precipitates the issue on National 
Unity. 


The factors responsible for the problem of national unity 
referred to above need not unnecessarily frighten us. There 
are parallels to such situations in the history of many countries. 
The disruptive forces which plagued U.S.A., Canada, 
Russia, Germany, etc., have only recently yielded to the forces 
of harmony and concord. The economic growth which is go- 
ing on in India, no doubt will help in the national unity. 


Centre-State Relations 


So far the problem of Centre and the State relations is con- 
cerned it may be pointed out that at governmental level their 
solution is already indicated in the Indian Constitution. Part 
llth of the Indian Constitution treats exhaustively the relations 
between the Union and the State both in legislative and admini- 
strative matters and provides means and methods by which 
the differences can be removed and mutual understanding and 
co-ordination brought about. Moreover, though the Constitu- 
tion is Federal in form but in reality it is a Unitary Constitu- 
tion. It provides . rong Centre and the powers and autonomy 
of the provinces are strictly restricted- There is apprehension 
from the spirit of provincialism which keeps demonstrating in 
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various ways but it is only a harmless exhibition of varieties 
and individuality from which allthe groups suffer. It is not 
necessary to attach much importance to it and exaggerate it. 
Moreover, our Constitution provides for single citizenship, single 
judiciary and single All-India Services. All these are strong 
cementing forces and the fear of the State dissidence is purely 
remote. 


Casteism 


The second factor which poses a threat to the National 
unity is casteism. Castes are hinderances to the development 
of a dynamic society of free and equalman. Although our 
Constitution makers have prohibitted all kinds of discriminations 
based on the grounds of religion, race and caste and declared 
in unequivocal terms the equality of ail before law, in our 
social practice, the discriminations stil! persist. It is true its 
hold is weakening in purely social affairs but it has acquired a 
magnitude of importance in political matters due to election 
system. 


Caste has lost its meaning for no sensible person today 
can any longer regard caste as a basis of social discrimination. 
It is continued by sheer inertia. It is not difficult to surmount 
the problem of casteism. It has already been rejected by the 
intellectual class. The Constitution has pronounced its verdict 
of death upon castes. What remains is to work out the sen- 
tence in the domain of practice. The equalisation of castes in 
law is accepted by all, therefore, their assimilation is bound to 
ensue. The process can be accelerated by extending encourage- 
ment to such organisations which are engaged in the work of 
social amelioration. Interdining and intermarriage should be 
promoted by social workers. Sir Hames suggests the castes 
and sub-castes should be dropped. Mass education and 
propaganda will also help to accelerate the process of dissolu- 
tion of casteism from Indian soil. 


Language Problem 


Our constitution very specially lays down that Hindi will 
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be the National language and till it gets wide popularity and 
world standing, English will continue as an associate National 
language. The Constitutional recognition is also given to 
other fifteen Indian languages. But the Constitution’s provis- 
ions fail to solve the language problem in our country as the 
issue was mingled with politics. The ruling congress party 
accelerated the demand of the reorganisation of the provinces 
on the basis of regional languages and thus opened Pandora’s 
box. Pt. Nehru realised the danger in 1955 but then it was 
too late to be checked. The Indian provinces were reorga- 
nised on the basis of languages in 1956. This started a chain 
of political agitations in Gujrat, Punjab, Assam and Southern 
India. Action in reorganising the States on the basis of lang- 
uage has greatly strengthened the demand of regional language 
with the result that the events of middle age Europe have been 
repeated in this country. Majorities are attempting to squeeze 
out minority languages and the minorities are developing 
resistances, Such a state spells injury to the nation. The main 
uses of the language are twofold educational and administrative. 
The government of India decided to follow the three language 
formula in the field of education. But a good number of State 
Governments did not implemented it in the right spirit. The 
language problem can be solved in our country only if every 
state implements the above formula honestly and faithfully. 
The politicians as armchair educationalists should not interfer 
in the work of educational programme and should leave it in the 
hands of pure educationists. At the same time efforts should 
be made to build confidence in the minority language groups 
that they will have every opportunity to learn and to develop 
their languages and culture. 


Religion 


The Constitution provides freedom of religion and as such 
every citizen is free to follow the faith he likes. But the 
-difference of religion is a big hurdle in the national unity. 
Basically there are two distinctive religions, Hinduism and 
Islam. The followers of Islam are in minority. The religious 
frenzy and religious trouble which occurs off and on in our 
country between these two sects is a potential danger to the 
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national unity. There cannot be any ready made solution to 
solve the problem. A Step in the direction to solve and 
minimise the danger of religious conflicts can be advanced 
if the people of different religions be brought to the common 
Place and a sense of oneness developed in them. Both the 
communities should be made to work side by side in all great 
sectors of National life. They should join in carrying on the 
burden of administration at all levels so that they may feel the 
glow of pride in serving the Indian people and the Indian State. 
In the field of social life, culture, education, amusement, sports, 
festivals, the underlying unity of the various communities and 
groups find expression and as Such opportunities in the parti- 
cipation in a common life should multiply and tendencies 
leading to the isolation should be contradicted. 


Non-Awereness of India’s Grea mess 


The last but not the least the problem has its Psychological 
aspect. The first and foremost factor is neither linguistic nor 
administrative, neither religious nor social, it is the absolute 
necessity of creating throughout the length and breadth of 
this nation an idealistic concept of the greatness and unity of 
India, or pride in her past achievements, confidence in her 
greatness. Unless the Psychological awareness is deeply 
embodied in the mind of every adult citizen of India, unless we 
are able to generate a deeper loyalty to the nation which is 
stronger than any regional or other lesser loyalties, none of the 
other preventives and remedies may be of much help. The 
question arises as to how we can ensure that this inspiring 
ideal of India’s greatness is firmly implanted in the hearts of 
the citizens. The first measure is obviously education. It is 
through education that we are building up the future citizens of 
the nation and also through education this ideal must be 
created in the minds of our future citizens, Regardless of the 
medium of education of an area, this aspect is a categorised 
imperative which must be implemented. Tt is the responsibility 
of the State Government and even of the Government of India 
though education is largely a State-subject to ensure that this 
ideal of India’s greatness and unity becomes an integrated 
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part of educational curricula throughout the length and 
breadth of this land. The dominational educational institutions 
should become public institutions and should shed their com- 
munal character. In any case, official financial support and 
recognition should be gradually withdrawn form denomination- 
al educational institutions. 


Role of Universities 


Universities can also help to promote the above outlook by 

G) producing literature which would promote national 
outlook among the people and gradually build up a 
common composite culture in the country. 

(ii) organising extension lectures on (a) history, polity and 
culture of India, (b) principles, rights aud duties of 
citizenship, and (c) current topics of public interest 
and welfare. Such lectures should be held at various 
colleges and other centres where the general public can 
also attend. 


Pledge 


Moreover, the sense of oneness prevailing in our country 
from one part of the country to the other needs to be reem- 
phasised. This can be done by persuading every citizen to 
take the pledge suggested by the National Integration Council, 
which runs as follows : 


“J, as a citizen of India, affirm my faith in the universal 
principle of civilized society namely, that every dispute 
between citizens, or groups, institutions, or organisations of 
citizens, should be settled by peaceful means; and in view 
of the growing danger to this integrity and unity of the 
country, I hereby pledge myself never to resort to physical 
violence in the case of any dispute, whether in my 
neighbourhood, or in any other part of India.” 


National Integration Committee 


The National Integration Committee suggested the following. 
measures to promote National Unity of India. 
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1. (a) Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes possess 
certain constitutional safeguards. These will continue for a 
decade and their position will then be reviewed. 


(b) There are also other sections of people who suffer from 
-social disabilities. It is not only necessary to provide wider 
educational facilities for students from these sections, but to 
develop special attention to them. For such students it is 
„essential to have a better teacher pupil ratio and for such teacher 
better training and remuneration should be provided. 


(c) In regard to admissions to educational institutions and 
award of scholarships, national integration will be furthered 
if these are decided on the basis of means and merit. In consi- 
dering means not only the income but the educational and social 
background of the parents need to be taken into account. 


(d) Hostels should not be set aside for any one group or 
community. These should be open to all and mixing should be 
encouraged. It is repugnant to the spirit of the Constitution 
and National Unity to encourage separatism in academic institu- 
tions. 


(e) Application forms for admissions to schools, colleges 
-and other educational institutions and hostels ; for recruitment to 
the various services ; and for scholarship should not contain any 
column seeking information regarding an applicant’s caste or 
religion. 


(£) Domiciliary restrictions in regard to migration of students 
-at school and college levels should be removed and every State 
should freely admit in its educational institutions students from 
-other States particularly at the university level. 


2. (a) The committee agreed with the Chief Ministers 
‘Conference that the linguistic minorities are entitled to get ins- 
tructions in their mother tongue at the primary stage of educa- 
tion. Effective steps should be taken to implement this principle 
not only in the letter but also in the spirit. 


(b) At the secondary stage the medium of instructions will 
„generally be the regional language or where certain circumstances 
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prevail another language mentioned in the Eighth Schedule of 
the Constitution. 


(c) The Committee endorsed the three-language formula 
recommended by the Chief Ministers’ Conference. The formula 
should be clearly understood to mean that all students belong- 
ing to the primary stage must learn both Hindi and English. 


(d) As regards the medium for University education the 
Committee felt that the regional languages are bound to replace 
English as medium of instruction over a period of time. The 
Committee was strongly of the view that such a change over 
must be accompanied by the strengthening of the link of Inter- 
State communication and for this purpose Hindi must continue 
to be taught as a second language as in the secondary stage of 
education where necessary and further that English will 
continue to be studied not only as an important language but 
as the medium of the communication with the world and a 
source of enrichment for all our languages. 


3. (a) To ensure that the country’s problems in regard to 
the textbook publication are not studied in isolation, the Com- 
mittee recommended ihe convening of a world seminar in school 
textbooks and supplementary books and India as the venue in 
October 1962, as part of the U.N. day programme. Such a 
seminar would help teachers and educationists and textbook 
writers and publishers in India to profit from the experience of 
other countries. 


(b) An all India seminar on textbooks, with particular 
references to the teaching of social studies and languages should 
also be held. 


4. (a) The committee considered it necessary to have a 
common uniform in schools. It is possible that a large number 
of students may find it difficult to meet the cost particularly, 
where climatic conditions necessitate the use of two sets. How- 
ever the necessary money for these uniforms would have to be- 
provided by the government. 


(b) It would be advisable to begin classes covered with a 
gathering of all the students in the open air or the school halt 


14 


depending on the season. After roll call there should be a ten 
minute talk by the head of the institution or a senior teacher. 
After the talk and before the children disperse there should be a 
mass singing of the National Anthem. Children should not only 
know how to sing the National Anthem but they should also 
know all the verses of the Anthem and their meaning. 


Other Suggestions 


Besides the implementation of the recommendation of the 
Integration Committee the following cures are suggested, which 
if given practical shape, can go a long way in promoting National 
Unity in India. 


(1) To appoint a Minister in-charge of minority affairs or if 
that is not possible, establishing a board of three or more 
members chosen from among Members of Parliament and promi- 
nent public men who would be entrusted with keeping a watch 
over minority affairs. They will receive complaints and investi- 
gate them and advise the government. 


(2) To create an atmosphere of purposefulness in educational 
institutions. What is required is to work both from above 
downwards and from below upwards. The training of teachers 
and then the filtration downwards of the new spirit of nationa- 
lism, the training of boys and girls of all ages through organisa- 
tions like Nationat Cadet Corps, Boy Scouts and Girl Guides 
etc., etc. It is necessary to treat education not merely as a 
general cultural activity, but as a training for enduring youth 
with skill and discipline necessary in all national undertakings. 


(3) To prepare books including textbooks for school, in 
different languages of India with acommon ideology. Care has 
to be taken specially in books on Indian History and literary 
readers to refrain from the langugge which offends the feelings 
of any community or creates antipathy. In these books stress 
should be laid upon aspects of people’s life which reflect co-ope- 
ration, goodwill and amity. 


(4) To stimulate patriotic literature, music, song, drama and 
visual arts. 
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(5) To use instruments of mass communication, radio, for 
instance, for the propagation of sentiments of patriotism, mutual 
trust and unity. 


(6) National integration has to be promoted by positive 
measures largely, but require negative action also. The Consti- 
tution of U.S.S.R. expressly prohibits all activities which tend 
to obstruct the Nationa] will. Ina democratic set up sucha 
blanket provision may not be desireable, but limits should be 
prescribed within which communal organisation may function. 
Political activity should certainly be outside their scope. Politi- 
cal activity includes organising elections of the Central and the 
State legislatures and of local bodies agitating for the removal 
of political grievences, representation in legislature or employ- 
ment in government services, etc. There should 
be no restriction, however, on their religious, 
cultural and educational activities, except that imposed 
by the Constitution. It has to be clearly understood 
that for political needs people must resort to political parties 
and must not make use of religious or cultural bodies, in the 
political field, there must be basic unity. Although diversity of 
political opinion may manifest itself through different organs. 


(7) The stimulation of a vivid sense of ‘the common’ and of 
the community can be a great help in unifying the country. We 
should constantly remember the truth that ‘beneath the sea, the 
land is one. beneath the races humanity is one, beneath the 
creeds the love of God is one’. We must realize that if our 
family, caste, community and language groups have their claim 
upon us, much more should the land of India have its claims. 
The great mountains and rivers of India, the flora and fauna of 
the country, the great sculptures and paintings, and the map 
of India each of these has a claim upon us. There is no hope 
for India we cannot say truthfully that every Indian be a Hindu, 
Mussulman, Christian, Sikh or Parsi, Punjabi or Rajasthani, a 
Bihari or a Bengali, an Oriyan or Assamese, a Telugu ora 
Timilian, a Malayalee or Kanarese—that every one of these is 
equally our brother. If we cannot say and act in this manner 
we do not deserve to be called an Indian, and this country of 
India does not need us. 


Conclusion 


To conclude we can say that many of the factors which 
seem to divide us are trivial, bordering upon the ridiculous, if 
not the ludicious. The fundamental freedom of faith, religion 
and culture, granted by our Constitution would certainly bring 
about one day the consciousness that diversities of religion, 
language and culture can go hand in hand with the ideal of 
national integration cr unity is essentially a slow process deman- 
ding a union of minds and hearts, among the people of the 
country, together with harmony and identity of interests, and 
mutual understanding and trust. All this will take time. Caution. 
patience and toleration only can help us in achieveing our ob- 
jective in the years to follow. Beneath the manifold diversity 
of physical and social type, language, customs and religion, 
which strike the observer, there can still be observed a certain 
underlying uniformity of life from Himalayas to Cape Comorin. 
There is in fact an Indian character, a general Indian personality 
which we can’t resolve into its component elements. 


HINTS FOR THE TEACHERS 


Many types of activities may be organised inside or outside 
the classroom. A suggestive list is given below : 


(i) To draw a map of India depicting different political 
regions and languages, 


(ii) To prescribe a common uniform in the school. 


(ili) To arrange a daily morning assembly in the school, the 
programme may be of the following types : 


(a) Morning prayer. 
(b) Selections from different religious books. 
(c) Sayings of the saints, 
(d) Mass singing of National Anthem. 
(e) Biographies of national heroes. 
(iv) Film shows : 
(a) Festivals of [ndia. 
(b) Dances of the country. 
(c) Important projects-Bhakra, Bhilai, etc. 
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India and the United States of America 


There are common links between India and the U.S.A. 
Both are democratic, republican and federal. Both secured 
freedom from a common imperialist, the Great Britain. Both 
believe in justice, fair play and humanitarian developments. 
Both have been pursuing the common cause of peace. Despite 
the common links between the two, United States could not 
appreciate India’s policy of non-alignment whereas United 
State’s policy has been well understood and appreciated by 
this country. As regards our relations with the United States, 
both the countries have much in common. In a speech delivered 
in the U. S. House of Representatives, Pt. Nehru has 
compared our foreign policy with U. S. policy in early years 
of our independence. Pt. Nehru also compared the 
constitutional system and the fundamental rights of both the 
countries. 


The main difference in the attitude of the two nations 
to international problems, is that the U.S.A. believes in the 
curtailment of communism by creating a position of strength 
and therefore she has concluded regional pacts like NATO 
ANZUS, SEATO, etc. India seeks peace through peacful 
means and peaceful coexistence. As India’s spokesman had 
said at Bandung “one does not seek peace through security 
but security through peace’. That is why India is continuously 
criticising the United States bombing in Vietnam. American 
military aid to Pakistan has also created a misunderstanding 
between the two countries, but now the U.S. has realised the 
futility of giving arms to Pakitstan and with the Kennedy 
administration and the Chinese attack on India, both the 
countries have come closer. 


Inspite of minor misunderstandings both the countries are 
very friendly to each other and the U. S. A. is giving economic 
aid to India on a massive scale for her five year plans. 


India and the Soviet Union 


Three very important facts. have shaped India’s relations 
with the Soviet Union, (a) Soviet Union is her neighbour 
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(b) that India is a non-aligned nation, and (c) that India has 
embarked on socialism through planning. India’s relations 
with the Soviet Union developed since the Asian Relations 
Conference in 1947 in New Delhi. 


In 1960, the Indo-Soviet cultural and technical aid agreement 
was signed which covered a wide area of mutual cooperation. 
On the Kashmir issue the Soviet Union has lent her support 
to India’s stand. After the Pakistan aggression in 1965 the Soviet 
Union played the role of successful mediator at Tashkent. 


The recent visit of Mrs. Gandhi to East European countries 
and her short stay at Moscow will have the way for Indo-Soviet 
cooperation in the settlement of world problems. 


India’s views are similar to those of the Soviet Union regar- 
ding the admission of China to the United Nations and the role 
ofthe U.N. inthe application of the principle of collective 
security. The escalation of Sino-Soviet rift also brought India 
and the Soviet Union closer enough. 


There were only two occassions when India criticised the 
Soviet actions, one in Hungary in 1956 and other in 1961 
when the Soviet Union unilaterally renewed nuclear testing. 
Except on these two occasions our relations with the Soviet 
Union have been very friendly and both the countries are 
in constant touch and consult each other on major world pro- 
blems. 


India and Great Britain and the Commonwealth 


India’s relations with Great Britain are three centuries old. 
But after peaceful transference of power trom the Britishers to 
the Indian hands, our relations with that country are on equal 
footing and friendly. Our trade relation with Britain and the 
Common wealth countries have been very wide. 


Inspite of our Commonwealth ties with Great Britain there 
‘were many occassions where we could not see eye to eye. We 
regard Pakistan as the creation of British mischief. We criticised 
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the British, French and Israeli attack on the Suez in 1956. We 
do not favour British support to Pakistan on Kashmir issue. 


But despite all these differences, Great Britain is one of the 
countries with which India has a large number of agreements. 


India and her neighbours 


As we have already mentioned India wants to have closer 
relations with her immediate neighbours like, China, Pakistan, 
Nepal, Burma, Ceylon and Afganistan, etc. 


India and China 


Before the communist take over in China in 1949 there 
were traditional good relations between the two countries. Many 
chinese pilgrims visited India and brought the two countries in 
cultural contact. Even at the time of General Chiang Kai- 
Sheik, Indian leaders had very good personal relations with 
him. He also supported Indian aspirations for freedom. But 
there has been some sort of mutual suspicion between Commu- 
nist China and India since 1950 when memoranda were exchan- 
ged between them on the eve of the Chinese armies entering 
Tibet. The Chinese believed that the Indian Government was 
stooge of the British Government and that India sends the notes 
on the British advice. Gradually, the Chinese consolidated in 
Tibet and claimed a huge portion of Indian territory in Laddakh 
and NEFA. They always used to cry for Sino-Indian friend- 
ship. India also misunderstood Chinese aim and always plea- 
ded for the Chinese entry into the United Nations. On the other 
hand China committed a naked aggression on Indian soil in 
October 1962, and since then our relations with China have 
gone strained. China has violated our borders at 42 places 
and siezed nearly 15,000 sq. miles of our territory. Our recent 
friendly postures were replied by insulting our diplomats and 
bombardment in Nathu Lay and Chola. Our desire to settle 
the border tangle through a conference table has been interpre- 
ted as a sign of India’s weakness. China has been engaged in 
keeping India in a state of perpetual tension and has been 
wooing Pakistan and other non-aligned powers to shatter India’s 
image and strength. 
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India and Pakistan 


Indo-Pakistan relations have not been very cordial 
since Pakistan’s creation in 1947. With the division of the 
country, India hoped that inter-communal peace and emity 
would be restored and both India and pakistan would settle 
down for the long and arduous task of economic development. 
However, Pakistan continued to display “League’s” traditional 
animosity towards the rulers of India. Two months after parti- 
tion came the invasion of Kashmir by tribesmen aided by Paki- 
stan regular army. The Princely State acceded to India and 
its defence became the responsbility of India. Still India tried 
to treat Pakistan as her ‘younger brother’. She handed over to 
Pakistan in 1948 a sum of Rs. 50 crores as her share of cash 
balances of undivided India in her earnest desire for friendship. 
But this gesture was never positively responded. So much so 
that Pakistan made two abortive attempts to take Kashmir and 
area of Kutch by the application of force. India has signed 
Indus Water Treaty (1960) and undertook to supply water to 
Pakistan from her 3 eastern rivers-Ravi, Beas and Satluj. She 
has repeatedy made “no war pact” offer to Pakistan since 1949. 
Still relations of India with Pakistan are not cordial. She does 
not treat her minority well. Non-muslims are being thrown 
out of their homes in the East Pakistan. 1961 Census has revea- 
led alarming change in the structure of population of Assam. 
In certain areas muslim population has increased by over 60% 
which shows that there has been a large influx of muslims from 
East Pakistan. Pakistan is out to create problems for India 
though India desires peace with her. Of all the problems bet- 


ween India and Pakistan, Kashmir problem is most vital and is 
detailed below : 


Kashmir Tangle 


The Kashmir issue has been hanging in the balance since 
1947. Truly speaking, this issue has a great bearing on Indo- 
Pak relations since the partition of this country. The conten- 
tion of Pakistan Government is that in Kashmir, out of the 
total population of nearly 4 millions, 77% are Muslims. 
According to them, Kashmir’s affinities for Pakistan are far 
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stronger than those for India. Their stand is that India had 
committed herself for plebiscite and has failed to fulfill jt. On 
the other hand the Government of India holds the view that the 
accession of Kashmir to India has been complete. Both the 
ruler and the leaders of the National Conference had acceded 
to India and any talk about accession is nothing but superflous. 
Pakistan’s resort to aggression implied that Pakistan wanted to 
capture the agreed territory through the application of force. 
The Government of India never accepted the ‘Two Nation 
Theory.’ It accepted the partition on the basis of some kind of 
territorial self determination. Some time ago Jate Shastri had 
advanced a question whether the plebiscite would be acceptable 
to Pakistan in East Pakistan. A division of the sub-continent 
on the basis of religion would be impossible if it is realised that 
India has the largest muslim population in any state after 
Pakistan and Indonesia. The fact is that the whole issue should 
be viewed more out of logical consideration than on religious 
consideration. The historic Tashkent declaration on 10th 
January 1965 is an unequivocal faith of the 600 million people 
which rejects the principle of war or application of force to the 
‘settlement of inter-state disputes. It is to the advantage of 
both powers that the issue is resolved peacefully. India had 
at one time, forthe sake of peaceful solution of the problem, 
agreed to a division on the basis of the existing ceasefire line. 
But unfortunately Pakistan always interpreted every gesture of 
amicable settlement as the symbol of India’s weakness. India 
also in order to secure world judgement on this issue decided in 
1947 to submit Kashmir issue to U.N. but the tangle remains to 
‘be settled. 


India and Nepal 


Our relations with Nepal are very cordial. After the collapse 
of Tibet, Nepal serves as a buffer state between India and China. 
Culturally, historically and economically Nepal is more closer 
to India than China. We are having trade agreement with her. 
India is contributing towards Nepal’s economic development. 
Our relations with Nepal strained for sometime when King 
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Mahendra dismissed the Koirala ministry and took all the 
power in his own hands. But gradually the clouds of misunder. 
standing disappeared. Late Shastri on his joining as Prime 
Minister visited Nepal. India’s relations with Nepal improved. 


India and Afganistan 


As regards Afganistan, our relations have been good and 
closer. India has always sympathised with her genuine claims. 
Politically to certain degree the Indo-Pak differences also con- 
tributed to the good relations between the two powers. 


India and Burma 


With Burma too we have historical links. A large number 
of India, residents in Burma served the economy of that country. 
The Chinese threat also has strengthened the ties between the 
two countries. Both the countries have been proponents of 
non-aligned foreign policy. On occassions, more than one, we 
cooperated as fellow Colombo Powers. 


India and Ceylon 


Culturally and politically India and Ceylon have been very 
friendly. A large number of Indians living in that country 
brought them together. Although the unsolved citizenship 
problem of Indians living in Ceylon created misunderstanding 
between the two countries, the signing of Shastri-Sena-naike 
agreement and recent visit of Mrs. Indra Gandhi to Ceylon has 
succeeded in bringing about good will, mutual trust and coopera- 
tion between the two. Ceylon too played an effective role by 
convening a conference of non-aligned powers in 1962. 


India and Indonesia 


With Indonesia, we have cultural and trade relations for the 
last several centuries. India’s Independence paved the way for 
independence of the countries comprising the whole region. 
India’s role in Indonesia’s independence is significant. It was 
India which convened the Asian Conference to plead the case 
of Indonesian freedom. That iswhv Pt. Nehru is called the 
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Second Father of Indonesia. The relations between the two 
countries have been friendly, except in the case of Malayasia 
when India stood for Malaya as against Indonesia. However, 
both have been following the policy of non-alignment and 
Nehru’s “Panch Sheel” was accepted in Bandung as the guiding 
principle in foreign policy. Recently, India has advanced 
monetory aid to Indonesia for her economic development. 


India and Malayasia 


It was Malayasia which openly supported the Indian point 
of view at the time of Chinese aggression on Indian borders. 
Malayasian Prime Minister, Tunku Abdul Rehman openly 
criticised the Chinese attack. This country also criticised 
the Pak attack on India in 1965 asa result of which Pakistan 
broke off diplomatic relations with that country. India and 
Malayasia together have been waging war against threats of 
communism and eradication of poverty. 


India and the non-aligned world 


India with the cooperation of Yugoslavia and the United 
Arab Republic strengthened the cause of non-aligned nations 
of Africa, Asia and Latin America. All of them with one 
voice attacked racialism, colonialism and imperialism. All 
the three powers helped the liberation movements in Africa. 
All criticised the apartheid policy followed by South Africa. 
These powers usually consult each other on every major 
world event and try to present identical views on the problems. 


India and the United Nations 


Ever since 1947, India has taken an active part in the work 
of the United Nations. In the 14th session of the General 
Assembly, U.K. delegate once remarked ‘‘India is an effective 
and balancing influence in world affairs so far as U.N. Organi- 
sation is concerned”. India is active because she believes 
in the purposes and principles of U.N. Speaking in defence 
of such a great international organisation Pt. Nehru very 
rightly said “in spite of faults the U.N. serves an essential 
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purpose and if we did not have it today undoubtedly countries 
will have come together to build up something like it again”. 
In March 1959, late Secretary General Hammerskjold paid 
attribute to India for her willing cooperation with the U.N. 
The Government of India has contributed to the cause of U.N. 
ideals in several ways. Indiahas fought for peace and there- 
fore worked for elmination of malnutrition, disease and 
illiteracy which corode the foundation of peace. India through 
her speeches impressed upon member countries that for the 
progress of dependent peoples to self governments, U.N. must 
have ultimate power to supervise the administration of the trust 
territories and the administering power should act only as the 
agents of the U.N. India has tried hard to the achievement 
of freedom of Indonesia, Libiya, Morroco, Tunisia, etc. 
India has also worked on the committee on non-self governing 
territories. Year after year since 1946 India has been fighting 
for the realisation of fundamental human rights and abolition 
of apartheid. India has sent her army to Congo, Korea, 
Cyprus etc. Gen. Thimayya worked as C-in-C of U.N. Army 
in Cyprus. Mrs. V.L. Pandit had the honour of being the 
Chairman of General Assembly in 1953. India has been twice 
the member of the Security Council. India has never been 
defaulter of clearing her financial obligations towards the U.N. 
{that is 2.03% of the total budget). U.N. Day and Human 
Rights Day are celebrated throughout the country every year. 


Assessment 


India has gained as well as lost through her policy of non- 
alignment. Nehru’s non-alignment gave a novel approach to 
foreign policy which found recognition in the community of 
nations. When Pt. Nehru had framed the policy he was 
alone to plough the field but within twenty years more than 
fifty powers accepted it as a policy. Non-alignment is not 
a neutrality and it combines in it the virtue of idealism and 
realism. Non-alignment is dynamic and positive both in its 
content and application. India met two aggressions but never 
gave it up for reasons of immediate national gains. India 
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succeeded in procuring full economic aid for her Five Year Plans 
without losing her identity and attaching any string to any 
bloc ideology. India’s policy of non-aligment has succeeded in 
Korea, South East Asia, Africa and the United Nations. Non- 
alignment has never made India weak or defenceless nor 
prevented her from active participation, if the situation so 
warranted. Non-alignment has proved its worth through its 
continued acceptance and existence. 


On the contrary it is charged that the policy has failed to 
serve India’s National interest. It is held by critics that but 
for her non-alignment India would have never been invaded. 
The philosophy of non-alignment had emerged into the context 
of bipolarity of the world which is no longer a reality. The 
cold war between the two major powers is receding gradually. 
The policy of non-alignment is approached by India more by 
way of convenience and as a political expediency rather than 
on sound logical thinking. India remained unrealistic and de- 
fenceless on account of the application of this policy. 


Non-alignment deprived India from hitting the target; she 
has failed to distinguish between a friend anda foe. The con- 
tinued threat of China has made it difficult for India to survive 
on the moral support of the two major powers. Ideally, the 
policy is good but realistically without building power strength, 
it isa weak policy. India might have succeeded to a certain 
extent at the global level, but has failed to preserve her immedi- 
ate interests. 


It, therefore seems true that in some respects the vital inter- 
-ests of India have not been adequately safeguarded by our 
foreign poilcy and its implementation- but such a criticism will 
apply with equal force to the foreign policies of many aligned 
nations as well. It is, however, one-sided and pessimistic a con- 
clusion. Dr. Appadorai writes that India’s foreign policy has 
no achivements to its credit. There is a growing realisation 
-among nations in the capability of this policy and India has 
found a respectable place in the community of nations. As for 
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the question of her defence it may be added that both people 
and the Government stand awakend to the problem. What is 
now wanted is to give strength to it through national build up, 
high morale and sound diplomatic therapy. 


TEACHING HINTS 


Activities 


The following are a few suggestive activities and a teacher 


may adopt one or more according to his ideas, resources and 
school situation : 


r 


5. 


10. 


if. 


To exhibit a film show on “India and her neighbours.” 
To use a map of India showing the boundaries of India 
with Pakistan and China. 


To exhibit a film show on the modernising of defence 
equipment ,ordinance factories, etc. 


To use a map of India on which places with defence 
factories are located. 


To use world map to show various countries with which 
India has friendly relations. 


To prepare a chart in which five principles of Pancha- 
Sheel may be inscribed. 


To prepare a chart in which the major agencies of the 
United Nations may be shown. 


To prepare a map showing countries where U. N. O, 
has worked in eradicating colonialism and racial dis- 
crimination. 


A chart may be prepared in which aims and objectives 
of U. N. O. may be shown. 


Group discussion may be organised to discuss the relat- 
ions of India with other countries. 


Some foreigners, who happen to be on tour, may be in- 
vited to deliver a talk or persons from different foreign 
missions (embassies) or some experts on foreign policy 
may also be invited to give a talk. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15: 


16. 
GE 
18. 


19. 


20. 


21s 


22i 
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An army or naval or air force officer may be invited to 
give a talk on the organisation of defence and our border 
situations. 

Mock-sessions of various agencies of U. N. O. may be 
organised in the school. 

Students may be asked to read daily newspapers or per- 
iodicals concerning the topics. 

Encouraging the students to read the foreign policies of 
various countries. They may be asked to draw out 
familiarity and differences among various nations. 
Flags of various nations may be shown in the class. 
A debate may be organised on our foreign policy. 

To develop a date line showing some important events. 
vis-a-vis India and different countries. 


To prepare a list of different projects or production 
units in India which have been started with the collabo- 


ration of other countries. 

To collect pictures, quotations of eminent statesmen and 

prepare scrap book, album, and give a brief narration 

of each. 

To have the activities like: 

(a) reading of news in morning assembly. 

(b) writing of important daily events on blackboard. 

(c) to fix up photos,news items on bulletin board. 

(d) to prepare wall magazines on the major world events. 
The study of article 370 of the Constitution relating. 
to Kashmir. 


EVALUATION 


Multiple choice type 


15 


China invaded India in the year 
(a) 1950 
(b) 1954 
(c) 1962 
(d) 1964 
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Russian,armed intervention in Hungary took place in the 


year 

(a) 1952 

(b) 1954 

(c) 1956 

(d) 1958 

The country in which Bandung is situated 
(a) Japan 

(b) Indonesia 

(c) Burma 

(d) Ceylon 


Indo-Pak war was stopped at the instance of 


(a) Security Council 

(b) Russian pressure 

(c) American pressure 

(d) Colombo powers 

The very important factor that has shaped India’s rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union was 

(a) American fear. 

(b) love for communism, 

(c) fear of Chinese invasion. 

(d) that it is her powerful neighbour. 

India followed the policy of non-alignment due to 
(a) her strategic situation. 

(b) Pt. Nehru’s liking. 

(c) her military weakness. 

(d) her historical tradition, 


India criticises U. S. bombing in Vietnam because 

(a) she believes in non-interfering in other nations 
matters, 

(b) because Russia and China also criticise. 

(c) because she has a liking for communist expansion. 

(d) because Dr. Ho is friendly to India. 


India sent her army units on U. N. Peace Mission to 
(a) Korea 


10. 


11. 
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(b) Germany 

(c) South Africa 

(d) Pakistan. 

India is against the manufacture of Atom Bombe 
because 

(a) we believe in peaceful coexistence. 

(b) we cannot afford. 

(c) we have signed the Test Ban Treaty. 

(d) Russia and America are ready to give us bombs. 
India’s first Atomic Plant was started at : 

(a) Trombay. 

(b).Chitranjan. 

(c) Cochin. 

(d) Madras- 


Identify in order of priority the dangers to national sec-- 
urity-infiltration; sabotage; anti-national propaganda;. 
strikes; hartals and gheraos: corruption in public services. 


Short Answer Type 


Ts 


10. 


What do you understand by the term foreign policy ? 
Explain in ten lines why a country needs a foreign 
policy. 

What does the term Non-alignment indicate ? 

What is Govt. of India’s policy towards manufacturing 
of Atom Bomb ? 

Write a short note on Kashmir tangle. 


Describe India’s role in solving the Korean problem or 
the Indo-China Problem. 
Write a short note on India’s defence preparations since 


1962. 
What countries are India’s immediate enemies ? 


What is Tashkent agreement ? 

Write short notes on the following terms : 

Balance of Power, Peaceful Co-existence, Panch-sheel,. 
Non-alignment, Truman Doctrine. 

What are the proposals for Indo-China Border issue ? 


11. 
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Name the countries in which India has rendered assis- 
tance in maintaining peace. 


Essay Type 


pe 


10. 


1l. 


What are the requirements of national defence ? 


What changes would you suggest in India’s foreign 
policy from the point of view of national defence ? 


Describe India’s role in world affairs. 


Describe India’s defence achievements. 


Write a short description of India’s relations with her 
neighbouring countries. 


How India is cooperating with the U.N. ? 
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THE PEOPLE AND THEIR WAYS OF 
LIFE IN DESERTS 


Overview 


Man inhabits all regions of the world. The surrounding 
environment, physical features, climate and vegetation influence 
his mode of life. Man’s food, shelter and occupation are directly 
controlled by the environment he lives in. 


Three-fourths of the surface of the globe constitute the hy- 
drosphere, while the remaining 1/4 lithosphere provides living 
space for man. Due to the existence of mountains, dense 
forests, deserts, snow-covered area and areas having uncongenial 
climate, human habitation has been possible on one-eightieth 
part of the lithosphere. But the deserts cover one fourth of the 


total land surface. 


Deserts constitute one clear-cut region having peculiar living 
conditions and form a large tract of land oa ‘the habitable earth. 
Deserts are of two types, hot and cold. Both the types of 
deserts are very thinly populated, The distribution of popula- 
tion as well as the ways of life differ in both the types of deserts. 
Some of the deserts as indicated below are rich in mineral 


resources : 


(a) Oilin the narrow coastal desert of Peru and in 
the Arabian deserts. 

(b) Nitrate and Copper mines in the Atacama desert 
of Chile. 

(c) Diamond fields in Kalahari. 

(d) Gold mines in Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie in West 
Australia and Colorado in U.S.A. 
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48 
(e) Salt in Sahara deserts. 


Although the desert dwellers constitute a very negligible 
fraction of the total population of the world, their contribution 
to some of the aspects of human. civilization, in the fields of 
Astronomy and Philosophy is none the less significant. In addi- 
tion, their power of endurance, diginity of labour and hos- 
pitality are some of the finer qualities of man for others to 
imbibe. 


Although the deserts seem to be difficult for human habita- 
tion, man is striving his utmost to make living more comfor- 


table with the help of science and technology. 
The sandy areas of the deserts present difficulties for easy 


transportation and communication. Camel is used as a means 
of transporting goods in the deserts just as reindeer and dogs are 
used in the Tundras. Modern means of transport are almost 
absent in the desert because of climatic difficulties although 
aerial and road communications are being developed now-a- 
days. 


SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 


Knowledge 
To help pupils understand the following : 


(a) The living conditions in different types of deserts. 

(b) How the deserts stand as barriers to human pro- 
gress and development and efforts of man to over- 
come them. 

(c) The location of the deserts. 

(d) The major relief features and climatic conditions. 

(e) Sand storms, mirage and oasis. 

(f) Significance of cultivation which helps the desert- 
dweller in getting his food. 


(g) Significance of cattle rearing which helps the desert 
dweller in getting food, clothing and materials for 
preparing dwelling tents. 
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UNDERSTANDINGS 
To help pupils develop understanding of the following ideas : 


(a) 
(b) 


Mining areas attract human settlement. 
Camel is the chief means of transport in the deserts 
though in some areas roads have been built up. 


(c) As air travel expands the deserts become less for- 


(d) 
(e) 
(£) 


(8) 


SKILLS 


midable barriers to communication and transpor- 
tation. 

Desert dwellers are by nature interested in Astro- 
logy and Philosophy. 

This region of scarcity has made the people lead 
nomadic life. 

These people have more adaptability to the chan- 
ging circumstances. 

Social customs and traditions are the outcomes_of 
ones own environment, food-habits, dress and 
housing depend upon environment and climatic 
conditions. 


To help pupils develop the following skills : 


(a) 


(d) 
(e) 


To locate the deserts of the world on an outline 
map of the world. 

To prepare charts showing the distribution of vege- 
tation and mineral resources, A ‘ 
To prepare charts showing the living conditions of 
the people with regard to dress, food and shelter. 
To prepare population charts and graphs. 

To prepare albums containing pictures depicting 
desert life. 


ATTITUDES 
To help pupils develop the following attitudes : 


The pupils will appreciate 


(a) 
(b) 


the hard life of the desertdwellers. 
the difficulties of the desert dwellers in carrying on 
trade due to lack of roads. , ý 
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(c) the fact that the desert dwellers have not been able 
to make much progress in economic and cultural 
pursuits because of their hard struggle for exis- 
tence. 


Application of Knowledge 


(a) Dramatisation of the mode of living of a desert 
dweller (a short conversation between an Indian 
mainlander and a desert dweller). 


(b) The pupils will be able to discriminate between the 
living conditions of a hot desert dweller and that 
of a cold desert dweller. 


(c) To cite examples and illustrations to indicate how 
natural phenomenon and other factors influence 
the everyday life of a desert dweller. 

(d) To compare the development of transport of the 
desert with that of Indian mainland. 

(e) Tocompare food, dress and housing of other 
desert dwellers with that of Indians living in 
deserts. 


CONTENT 
Nature of desert 


The desert is a vast tract of land lacking in vegetation. Some 
of these: tracts of land are either sandy or rocky. In all the 
deserts there is scarcity of water and almost complete absence of 
natural vegetation as there is very little rainfall. Water can be 
found only in water-holes which are far and few between. Due 
to the scracity of water, natural vegetation and uncongenial 
climate, deserts are very sparcely populated. The deserts are 
characterised by less than 10” rainfall and generally high tempe- 
rature. 


Physical features and location 


Allimportant hot deserts are situated in tropical region on 
the western side of the continents. There is a geographical reason 
for the locations of these deserts. Since they are located on 
the western margins of continents within the tropics they are 
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in the rain-shadow areas of the trade winds. Hence on account 
of insufficient rain (less than 25.4 cm.) they have been turned 
into deserts. Generally the cold deserts are situated beyond 
the temperate zones with higher latitudes. The deserts are 
not scattered at random but are distributed around the globe 
in two continuous belts one in the northern hemisphere and 
the other in the southern, roughly centred along the Tropic of 
Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn. None of the belts comes 
closer to the equator than 15° or farther from it than40° 
except for vagrant strips of territory. 


According to Dr. Wladimer Koppen of the university of 
Graz in Austria, the deserts amount to 14 per cent of the 
earth’s 56 million square miles of land area. 


Thar or The Great Indian Desert 


This occupies the sloping area between the Aravalli Range 
and alluvial plains of the Indus and the Punjab. The desert 
lies mostly in Rajasthan, but stretches into west Pakistan, the 
Punjab and Sind. It consists of a sandy waste interrupted by 
rocky hills and dry valleys. 


Sahara 


The biggest desert in the world is the Sahara—almost as big 
as the whole of Europe. It is situated in northern Africa and 
it stretches from the Atlantic to the Nile and from the South 
.of Barbary states to the region of the river Niger and lake 
Chad. Itis not level but undulating region attaining in the 
centre a height ranging from 1828.8 to 2133°6 metres. It varies 
in surface configuration. In Tunisia itis a plateau that has 
been so carved by wind as to resemble ruined buildings; in the 
Libyan desert, it seems to be plain of dust and sand and in the 
further west, where the Berben live, is of barren rock. There 
are sanddunes here and there. It has mountains too as high 
as 11,5000 ft. and somewhere they are snow covered. But most 
of the desert’s interior averages less than an inch of rainfall a 
year. 


A place where life exists because water is available is 
called an oasis. One of the largest oases is Tifilet, in the 
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Algerian part of the Sahara. It measures about 64 to 80 kilo- 
metres from north to south and about 16 km. from east to west. 


Arabian Desert 


The interior of Arabia is a barren desert. In the north-west 
of Arabia, the desert is one of naked rocks and barren moun- 
tains, but towards the south there are high plains and areas of 
shifting sands. The Arabian desert has continued eastward 
into Seistan (Iran), Sind (West Pakistan) and Thar in India. It 
has another distinction, a complete absence of permanent rivers 
originating in it or flowing across it. 


Gobi Desert 


The desert-belt stretches eastward from the Sahara across 
Arabia into central Asia where it is known as the Gobi desert. 
The Gobi has comparatively afew oases. It extends to a dis- 
tance of 2400 kilometres from east to west and about 960 kilo 
metres from north to south the greater part being occupied by 
large stretches of sanddunes 


In the southern hemisphere the Atacama lies on the west 
of South America and the Kalahari desert in south-west Africa, 
where the Bushman lives. The Colorado desert is situated in 
the south-west of California in U.S.A. 


Australian Desert 


The Australian Desert’s most striking feature is the large 
part of the parent continent that it occupies—44 per cent 
compared with 5 per cent for the deserts of North America, 
with an average of five inches of rain a year in its driest places. 
The 1.3 million square miles Australian desert is not nearly as 
intensely arid as the Sahara. 


Climate of Deserts 


Deserts are generally found inthe west and interior parts 
of continents, because there the lands are so far from the 
oceans that the winds have lost all water vapour before reach- 
ing them. In the northern hemisphere the prevailing north- 
east trade-winds blow over the ocean and bring rains to the 
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north eastern parts of the continents of Africa and America, 
but towards the west the rainfall lessens and narrow strips of 
deserts are found on the western margin of the continent. 
All deserts, wherever they may be, are dry. They also have 
ahigh range of temperature that is to say, the differences 
between day and night and summer and winter temperatures 
are very great. 


During the day the intensely hot air rising from the earth’s 
surface often causes a shimmering haze which on seeing from far, 
may play queer tricks on the eyes. This is the mirage, which 
has often deceived thirsty travellers in the deserts. 


The most obvious characteristic of all these regions is ari- 
dity, which is generally defined as an annual rainfall of 10 
inches or less. There are spots in California that are without 
rain for four or five years in succession and the hamlet of 
Dakhla in the Sahara went eleven years without a trace of rain. 


In addition to scarce rainful, the deserts are characterized 
by excessive heat. After a blazing summer day the temperature 
may drop 28 degrees C. or more by night. The dererts’ cool 


night is an important factor in the survival of plants and ani- 
| mals. 


Altitude and latitude dictate differences in desert climate. 
The low lying southern Sahara near the equator is hotter than 
‘Gobi of Mongolia, located north of the Tropic of Cancer. 

When wind rises in the deserts, it lifts the dry soil and 
carries it along swirls called Desert Devils. When the wind 
is strong a swirl may rise, laden with clouds of hot dust and 
sand that it is impossible to see through it more thana few feet 
ahead. This sand-storm is called a Simoon. 


Vegetation 


Due to want of rain the deserts are very poor grasslands 
and very poor scrubs. There are some deserts where absolu- 
tely nothing grows. Some desert plants have very long a 
which go down to great depths in order to reach the subso 
water. Many plants have fleshy stems and leaves in which they 


-can store up water; in many the stems and leaves are covered 
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with thin coatings of wax which prevents loss of moisture through 
transpiration. Still others are armed with sharp spines and 
thorns which protect them from being eaten up by animals. 
The oases consist of clumps of date-palms surrounding small 
springs of water, Cacti and thorny bushes, Apart from these 
plants maize, millet, cotton, wheat and melon are grown 
where water is available. 


In the unique desert environment, highly specialised form 
of plant life have evolved, adopting one way or another to the 
drought that forever threatens their existence and survival. 
A desert landscape often displays all of these plant types toge- 
there—bulbous cacti, withered looking shrubs, leafless stems 
of ocotillo, dead tops of perennial bunch grasses and bulb 
plants—all dealing with the threat of aridity successfully but im 
different ways. 


Animals 


In deserts there are variety of animals. They usually have 
a dull brown colour which exactly matches the sand and pre- 
vents them from being seen. The most typical animal is the 
camel. It’s broad padded fe t move easily over loose dry sand 
and it has a remarkable capacity for storing fat in its hump and 
water in cells in its body so that it can undertake long journeys 
without needing water and food. 


Wild Jackals are also found here and there. There are found 
mules also. Desert dwellers have flocks of sheep and goats. 
The two-humped Bactarian camel with its thick shaggy coat is 
found in the cold dry region of the Gobi. It can carry as much 
as one thousand pounds or more of weight on its back and 
can go long distances at slow pace. Besides the two-humped 
camels there are gazells, goats, marmods, wild asses and hares. 
Ostrich is the typical product of the Kalahari desert. At 
places snakes and insects are found hidden under the sands. 


Deserts appear to bein inimical to the life of any kind. 
Water is scarce, plant life sparse and shade from the harsh sun. 
is often non-existent. Yet they support a thriving world of 
specially adopted insects, reptiles, mammals and birds, about 
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5,000 species altogether, not to mention a veritable horde of 
bacteria and numerous other microscopic forms of life. 


The desert animals have adopted to survive drought too, 
but more often by a change of habit than by altered structure. 
To combat heat and aridity, the animals limit their activity to 
cool hours of night or of early morning and evening. 


Mode of life 


The desert has always been peopled. Down through 
history a vast host of men and civilizations have struggled 
against its rigours with varying degrees of success. Some, 
like the Egyptians, favoured by the long Nile oasis, achieved 
a magnificance that persisted for thousands of years; others, 
like the Berber, Tuareg and Stone Age Bushmen, have modestly 
succeeded by surviving. 


The most primitive of desert tribes are the Bushmen of the 
Kalahari, Namib of the desert region in Africa and the Bindibu 
of central Australia. These are groups which have never 
advanced materially beyond the paleolithic or old stone age- 
The two people’s way of life, independently learned, are 
remarkably alike. Nomadic hunters and food gatherers, 
they plant no crops, have domesticated no animal but the dog 
and have no permanent abode. A hunter may have to trot 
for four days after an antelope he has wounded; it may wander 
100 miles before it drops. 


The most striking difference in their heat adjustment techni- 
ques is not physical but cultural—the presence or absence of 
clothing. The Bushman of Africa go stark naked in the sun, 
and most tribes of the Sahara and Arabian deserts prefer 
voluminous clothing to shield the body from heat and cold 
and to reduce evaporation through the skin. Both devices, 
nudism and bundling up, serve their practitioners well in their 


specialized modes of life. 
Deserts are very thinly populated, Jess than two persons 


per square mile, There are two classes of inhabitants in 
the deserts—the nomads, who move with their animals from 
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‘place to place and the settled population of the oases, who 
devote themselves to growing wheat, barley, maize, millet 
and rearing cattle and especially the cultivation of the date 
palm. Peoples living in deserts have little to see except the 
vast expanses of rocky and sandy waste. They study the stars 
‘to guide them by night and so we find that the desert has 
produced philosophers, mathematicians and astrologers. In 
hot deserts the nomads know the places where water-holes and 
fountains exist. They migrate to these places to fetch water 
for themselves and for their cattles. 


The Beduin lives inthe Arabian desert. His life is full of 
challenge. His wandering is a necessity. Camels are his 
chief source of food, his beasts of burden and his medium of 
exchange. He has strict allegiance to his clan and his tribe. 
His intelligence is naturally quick and it has been shown that 
when he is placed ina totally different environment, he can 
adjust himself to it with surprising ease. Women are forbidden 
from public gaze. Very few of the men except the Sheikhs 
have more than one wife but divorce is frequent. 


Food, Clothing and Shelter 


Man adopts many methods to obtain his food, clothing 
and shelter. New ideas have changed old methods, Formerly 
the desert dwellers entirely depended upon camels and sheep 
for food, clothing and shelter, but now intensive cultivation 
is being carried on for producing corn in large quantities. 
Similarly, cotton is grown in many oases for supplying man 
with clothing. 


A handful of dates will make a meal for a desertdweller. 
What the wheat field is to the white menor rice field to the 
Indians the date palm of the oases are to the inhabitants of 
the desert. The trees also give timber for fuel, building and 
leaves for thatching. The daily diet of a hot desert dweller 
consists of dates, wheat, millet, meat and milk whereas the 
daily diet of cold desert dweller consists of wheat, milk and 
meat. 


The hot desert dweller uses a trouser and along robe made 
of wool or cotton as his dress. He also uses a turban and 
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boots made of leather. In some parts men use veils and in 
other places women use veils. The women are very fond of 
coloured clothes and black head~cloth. The Beduin women 
admire silver ornaments ear-rings, brooches and jewelled neck- 
laces. As her husband’s wealth increases, so will the number of 
silver chains, supporting coins or charms that she fastens to 
necklaces increase. Chains may dangle from her brooches as well. 
However, in cold deserts of the Gobi the Mongol use wool 
and sheep’ skins for their clothes. They too use boots reaching 
up to the knees and hats made of skin. 


The nomads mainly live in tents made of camel hair or wool 
or cotton, “but the dwellers in the oases build houses with thick 
stone walls to keep themcool. The roofs are flat for there is 
no need to guard against rain. Wool is used to make felts to 
cover the round Mongol tents. Just like the nomads of the 
hot deserts the Mongols in the Gobi live in tents made of skin. 


Occupation 


The only occupation that is available in the interior of the 
Gobi desert is the rearing of sheep and goats. In the Australian 
deserts there are artisan wells which supply water for rearing 
sheep, In eastern Sahara artisan wells have formed natural 
lakes in the Kharga and Kufara oases and Ghat in central 
Sahara, Intensive cultivation is practised in oases. The good 
soil, water supply, freedom from insects and weed help abun- 
dance of produce. In oases cotton and sugarcane are also 
grown. The oasis has always been a market. To the oasis 
comes the nomad from the desert with his sheep and goats. He 
exchanges wool, meat and milk of his animals for date. The 
date harvest is of great importance to the oasis dweller for the 
dates are his chief food and his chief articles of commerce. The 
golden brown fruit, hanging in heavy clusters, is cut down in 
autumn and the sorting, storing and packing keep men, women 
and children busy for weeks. Apart from date-palms the oasis 
dwellers grow cabbages, pumpkins, cucumbers, onions, peas, 
pomegranates, etc. 


The Atacama desert in Chile is rich in mineral wealth from 
-which comes nearly all the natural supply of nitrate in the 
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world. The extraction of iodine from nitrate of soda is an 
important industry. Here the Nartions live. They are the 
strongest, darkest, taliest and the most cheerful of all Chileans. 
They are good workers with lean body, well adopted to the 
rigours of desert mining. They work hard in mines for their 
living and lead a more progressive and cultured life than the 
other desert dwellers. Copper mining is an important industry 
of the people who live in the Colorado. In the Sahara, there 
are also a number of industries, such as drying of dates, making 
of morocco leather from goat-skin, manufacture of saddles and 
bags embroidered with silk, weaving of cloth, woolen blankets 
and carpets and making of mats and baskets from palm leaves. 
There are often dried up lake-beds and these contain deposits 
of salts like borax, nitre and phosphates which are dug out 
and exported as fertilizers to the food producing regions of the 
world. 

The deserts are rich in mineral oils. In the Sahara and 
Arabian deserts mineral oils are extracted and exported to the 
other parts of the world. So all deserts at present are no more 
waste lands. Man by dint of his labour and intelligence has 
conquered the inhospitable lands on the globe and is living a 
better life there. 


Communication Trade and Commerce 


Most transport in the Gobi depends on the very tough 
Mongolian ponies and the saggy two humped Bactrian Camel. 
During the Second World War desert motor-roads were built 
for transport, yet much traffic still passes the old Trans-Asian 
Camel route. Surplus goods are bartered for cloth, spices, tin 
ware, silk and tea. Thus trade in the desert is often in the 
hands of the nomands. There are no permanent landmarks to 
guide travellers. People, therefore, travel by night when the air 
is cool. Finding their way with the help of stars most desert 
dwellers know about the stars. Travel is sometimes the easiest 
along the dried up beds of streams called ‘Wadis’ which have 
steep sides and are sheltered from wind. The merchants have 
gradually established routes in the deserts which have taken 
the easiest passage, Timbuktu in West Africa has grownTinto- 
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an important Caravan Centre. The Caravan party often con- 
sists of 40 to 100 laden camels and mules. The camels are- 
fastened from head to tail by hair-ropes in a long straggling line. 
The party appoints a leader to take charge of journey. The 
deserts have been bisected by motor-roads and air routes. The- 
use of camels and mules for transport is fast decreasing. As 
air travel develops the great deserts of the world become less 
and less formidable barriers to communication which they were 
in the past. There are excellent motor roads with well equipped: 
filling stations at convenient intervals. The modern traveller in 
his high powered car can afford to be amused at mirages, for- 
getful of the real threat of thirst that hung over the early settlers, 
moving slowly and laboriously across the parched landscape om 
foot or by wagon. 


Administration 


The higher class of Beduins mostly live in communities each 
of which is ruled over by a Sheikh. The Barbers and the 
Kabules, who live in the Sahara are governed by a council of 
adult men, which meets once ina week. Each council has a- 
president (Amin). 


Religion 


All desert dwellers in the Sahara and Arabia are muslims. 
But they have many superstitious beliefs. They believe in evil 
spirits and the power of the evil eyes. Yet, the important 
religions like Christianity and Islam have sprung up from the 
desert areas of Asia. 


In the desert man exists in self supporting communities only 
in the oases, but many mining settlements are found in Australia 
and south America. Paradoxically the desert is supplier of 
agricultural fertiliser on a large scale, especially the nitrates of 
Chile and the guano of the Peruvian coast and inlands. A new 
life has developed in these areas and people have settled down 
in search of these nitrates and fertilizers. 
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Water is the perpetual problem of the desert and efforts 
are being made to take the water to this area and turn these 
deserts into fertile lands. The Rajasthan Canal, when 
-completed will turn the barren desert into a fertile land. In 
Kuwait the salt water of the seais converted into fresh 
water by a distillation plant, which produces five million 
gallons a day. Cost of this distillation process is prohibitive 
in many areas but when it is reduced the double threat of 
drought and famine may vanish and many of the desert 
areas may become fertile pieces of land. Man is taking all 
the advantages of the science and technology to fight against 
the odds of the deserts and Israel isone such example which 
has developed into a prosperous nation by utilising its meagre 
resources intelligently and scientifically. 


HINTS TO THE TEACHERS 


Ina topic like the study of hard life of the desert 
-dwellers, the teacher may describe how climatic conditions 
and natural environment effect the mode of life of the peoples 
with regard to food, clothing and housing. In this way he may 
proceed from known to unknown and from simple to complex. 
“The teacher may ask questions which have direct bearing on 
everyday living conditions of pupils and their surroundings. 
He can also take the opportunity of correlating the experinces 
of pupils with the life in the deserts. The following activities 
-are suggested : 


(1) The lesson can be introduced through pictures of 
-desert dwellers with camels and date palm. Charts depicting 
the living conditions of the desert dwellers would be very 
valuable to give clear idea of the peoples living in the dry 
Tegions. 


(2) If the school is furnished with a sound film projectors 
the teacher may borrow films from the Central Library, 
Ministry of Education, New Delhi for exhibition. The title of 
ithe film is “Hot Desert Dwellers”. 


(3) Ifthe school is in possession of an Epidiascope the 
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teacher can make a collection of pictures relating to the mode ` 
of living of the desert dwellers and display the same. 


(4) The teacher may have a collection of pictures, arrange 
them systematically and paste them on a bulletin-board for an 
effective class teaching. 


(5) Books entitled ‘Lands and Peoples’, “Oxford Junior 
Encyclopaedia”, “Book of Knowledge’, ‘Encyclopaedia 
Britannica” containing excellent illustrations may be used as 
reference materials. 


(6) The teacher may ask pupils to prepare pictures and 
models of animals, vegetation, houses and tents in the oasis 
and dry parts of deserts. 


(7) The teacher may supply the pupils with the outline 
maps of the world and ask them to locate regions where the 
following people live : Beduins, Mongols, Bushmen, Berbers 
and Tubi. 


(8) The teacher may divide the class into two groups and 
conduct a debate on the following topic : 
“We are happier than the desert dwellers” 


(9) The teacher may arrange talks by persons having. 
experiences in desert life. 


(10) Pupils may prepare relief maps showing different 
deserts. 


(11) A Project on ‘Study of Deserts’ may be undertaken 
depicting the different facets of life, e.g. location, houses, 
dresses, toys, vegetation, formation of oasis, animals, means 


of communication, etc., etc. 


EVALUATION 
1. Given below area number of edible things. Find out 
the edible things which form the daily diet ofa desert deweller. 
Beef, pork, lard, meat, maize, brinjal, millet, date-palm, 
wheat, bananas, yam, fish, milk, jack-fruit, mangoes, apple, 
potatoes, ahd mushroom. 
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2. Complete the following statement by choosing a correct 
_and most appropriate ending : 


(a) The desert dweller less lives in a flat mud roofed house, 
because 


(i) it is very hot. 
(ii) sand storms blow very frequently. 


(iii) there is almost no rain. 


(b) The nomads in the desert live in tents because 
(i) it is very hot. 
(ii) these are portable. 
(iii) building materials are not easily available. 


(c) The desert dweller puts on long loose garments be- 
cause 


(i) they produce abundant cotton and wool. 
(ii) there are frequent storms. 
(iii) these protects him from the hot sun. 


(d) The desert dwellers resort to sheep-rearing because 


(i) they like to eat meat. 

Gi) they can find food for the sheep. 
(iii) they are nomads. 

(iv) they need wool, 


3. (a) Match the following to make correct pairs : 


(i) Gobi Sulphur Gi") 
(ii) Kalahari Timbuktu ‘a ea, 
(iii) Arabian desert Beduins (ua) 
(iv) Atacama Ostrich Ray 03 
(v) Sahara Two humped camels (  ) 

Nitrate ( ) 

Gold ( ) 
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(b) Match the following to make correct pairs: 


(i) Bushman Chile ( ) 
(ii) Berber Australian desert ( ) 
(iii) Nartinos Sahara ( ) 
(iv) Mongols Kalahari ( ) 
Thar are | 
Gobi (20) 
Atacama Cia 


Give one word for each of the folowing : 

(a) Swirl of hot air that rises in the desert with chok- 
ing clouds of hot dust and sand. 

(b) The dried up beds of streams that are found in the 
desert, 

(c) The shimmering haze that develops on the desert 
and plays queer tricks on the eyes of the thirsty trave- 
llers. 

(d) A populated area of the desert having spring and 
date-plams. 

(e) Hill like sand heaps that are found in the desert. 

(f) The source of water supply that has made possible 
sheep-rearing in Australia. 


Give reasons for the following: 
(a) The great deserts of the world are situated on the 
western parts of the continents. 

(b) Some plants in the desert have long roots. 

(c) The leaves of certain plants in the desert are fleshy, 
and some have a thin coating of wax. 

(d) The desert dwellers mostly depend upon camels for 


transport. 
(e) The desert dwellers have contributed much to the 
development of Mathematics, Astronomy and Philosophy. 


(f) The desert dwellers Jead a nomadic life. 
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6. Give an account of the living conditions of the Beduins 


and state how it differs from your own. 


7. Account the factors responsible for checking the econo- 


mic progress of the desert dwellers. 


8. Compare and contrast the living conditions of the hot 


desert dweller with that of the cold desert dweller. 


9, State how science and technology have brought about a 


a 


change in the life of the desert dwellers. 

10. Locate in an outline map of the world supplied the re- 
gions where the following people live : 
Beduins, Mongols, Bushmen, Tubus, Berbers, Nartions. 


Haa 
11. Prepare a model of an oasis showing the following: 
water-holes, date-palms, house, camel, 


12. Draw a chart showing the mineral resources of the differ- 
‘ent deserts of the world. 


13. Imagine that you are living in the Sahara desert, write a 
letter to your friend in India appreciating their adapta- 


bility to hard life. 


14, What finer qualities do you want to imbibe from the 
desert dwellers and why ? 
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IV 


SOME IMPORTANT RELIGIONS 
OF THE WORLD 


OBJECTIVES 
Knowledge 
1. To acquaint the students with the conditions which led 


to the birth of important religions of the world. 


2. To acquaint them with the life sketches of the founders 
of all religions and also of prominent saints connected with 
the development of all important religions. 


3. To give them the knowledge of the main tenets of these 
religions. 


4. To bring out the essential unity of all religions by a 
comparative study of their basic principles. 


5. To acquaint them with the causes of rise, spread and 
decline of some of the religions. 


6. To acquaint the students with the significant contribu- 
tion that religion has made to differen spheres of life. 


7. To develop the feeling of respect and toleration for all 
religions. 


8. To develop international brotherhood through the study 
of all religions of the world. 


9. To develop sympathy, love, kindness, respect, tolerance 
fearlessness, etc. for mankind. 


UNDERSTANDINGS 


1. Religions in the primitive times have been characterised 
by supersitions and rtuals. 
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2. The character of all the religions in the beginning was 
simple but complexities and inflexibilities creeped in with the 
lapse of time. 

3. The aim of all religions is the salvation of makind. 


4. Asthereis a basic unity among all religions, man can 
be knit into a brotherhood. 

5. Religion satisfies the conscience of a man and leads him 
to a moral path. 

6. The observance of religious practices depends upon the 
sentiments of an individual. 

7. Indulgence in worldly pleasures leading to immorality 
has been denounced by all religions. 


8. Inspite of basic unity among all religions and their 
principles of religious tolerance, there have been religious con- 
flicts on account of different forms of rituals and Jack of under- 
standing of other religions. 

9. All the great religions of the world had their birth in 
Asia. 

10. Religion has infiuenced mankind in many walks of life. 

11. Throughout the ages religions have been subjected to 
changes from within giving rise to numerous sects within a 
religion. 

12. Religion had helped people to lead moral and ethical 
lives. 


Concepts 


The pupils will acquire the knowledge f the following con- 
cepts : 

Animism, Fetishism, Monotheism, Incarnation theory, 
Theory of Transmigration of Soul, Nirvana, Moksha, Bahist, 
Kingdom of the God, Aprigraha, Brahmcharya, Asteya, Eight 
Fold Path, Sutras, Sankhya Darshan, Advetvada, Nirguna and 
Saguna, Mahayana, Hinayana, Swetambar, Digambar, Catholics, 
Protestants, Shia and Sunnis, Sabbath, Day of Judgment, Hijri, 
Kaba, Messiah, Resurrection, Sermon of the Mount, Torah, 
and Sale of Indulgence. 
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Skills and abilities 

1. To create an ability to understand the basic principles of 
all religions. 

2. Toenable the students to study the present form of 
worship among different religions. 

3. To develop ability to discuss the basic values common 
in all religions. 

4. Ability to explain the different forms of worship. 

5. To draw out amap showing the distribution areas of 
all religions and to point out the important places of pilgrimage. 

6. To make them able to draw a time-line onthe origin 
and the developments of great religions of the world. 

7. To prepare a chart explaining the similarities and dissi- 
milarities among different religions. 

8. To develop the ability to get along with people of diffe- 
rent faith. 
Interests and attitudes 

1. Tocreate an interest in the comparative study of all 
religions. 


2. To foster a spirit of toleration and respect towards 
other religions. 
3. To create an interest in visiting the religious places. 


4. To know about the inspiring incidents of the lives of 
great saints. i 


5. To create an interest in the study of important sayings 
of saints and savants. 


6. To develop an interestin reading the biographies of 
saints. 


CONTENTS 
Definition of Religion 


It is very difficult to define religion. Several definitions have 
been given by religious preachers and philosophers. St. Augustus- 
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considers ‘religion as that virtue by which an individual gets 
what he should get’. Plato ‘identifies it with duty’. It might 
be interpreted that in the performance of duty a man dedicates 
his whole personality and this firm belief may be called religion. 
But these definitions ignore the quality of ultimacy or extremity; 
resultant endeavours and activities and finally some sort of 
reconciliation as the object or end. The following definition 
includes all these concepts. “Religion designates the most deeply 
gripping and most persistently governing attitudes, beliefs and 
endeavours of a person of a group in response to yearning for 
reconciliation with that reality, or an ideal situation, which is 
regarded as bringing the highest fulfilment because it is regarded 
as the highest value”. 


Origin of Religious Beliefs 


Man being a rational animal is bound to observe nature. 
The intellectual urge made him to contemplate and explain the 
working of the various forces of nature. In the process of con- 
templating the human mind of the early ages could not get a 
clear mirror of the nature. Consequently he developed a sense 
of awe in the beginning. The ideas of fear, which controlled 
many of the actions of the primitive man, led to the develop- 
ment of his religious views. He shrank from the sound of the 
thunder. He believed that storms, avalanches, disease and death 
all sought to destroy him. He believed that these elements 
were all imbued with spirits. Holding this spirit-filled concep- 
tion of the Universe, the primitive man tried to please the spirits 
by means of various acts. The services of a specially endowed 
person who was supposed to have control over supernatural 
forces was sought. Fetishism, i.e. belief in material objects that 
represented or were connected with a supernatural power and 
possession of which enabled the holder to attract or ward off 
tised. For example, it was believed 


the spirits was widely prac’ 
ld endow a person with 


that the possession of a tiger’s claw wou 
ferocity. The practice of taboo of evil spirits or things connec- 
ted with it was also started. The early man also painted pictures 
or symbols in the caves or on his implements in the belief that 


this attracted the spirits. 
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Primitive Religion 


Although the spirits were supposed to be pleased with such 
device, death was considered to be bound up more with the 
religious impulse than with magic. The idea thata man’s 
spirit continued to live after this death began to develop. The 
ceremonial burials of Neanderthal man and other places clearly 
indicate that matephysical ideas troubled the primitive man. 
He desired a reunion with the divine or the most powerful 
supernatural element. 


Gradually the knowledge of the man about nature, society 
and culture became more objective. He tried to explain these 
phenomena through stories and myths in which spirits 
naturally played a dominant part. 


As man’s life became more complicated and his field of 
experience widened he considered the simple rites of magic 
and taboo insufficient for his spiritual needs. Spirits were 
given abstract forms. Man began to offer sacrifices and 
psalms of praise for obtaining favour of such gods. Various 
types of rituals on different occasions were evolved. The 
importance of the endowed persons known as priests or 
wizards for performing such rites, for interpreting dreams, 
treating diseases, placating spirits and pleasing gods increased 
considerably. From these practices regular forms of worship 
developed. 


Thus the life of the primitive man in the later times of the 
pre-historic age began to be dominated by religious and mysti- 
cal practices. Such practices differed from country to country 
as these were conditioned by the way in which the social and 
cultural pattern of a particular land was developed. 


With the adoption of agriculture as the main occupation 
in the neolithic age desire for having more production in fields 
became very strong. This gave rise to fresh religious impulses. 
Although the old religious practices continued but the cult of 
mother goddess became immensely popular from Asia to 
Europe. Gradully the number of gods also increased until 
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monotheism appeared. It was during this period that in India 
the Aryans gave shape tothe Hindu religion in which vague 
ideas about the working of nature and the future life of man 
after death were replaced by a well-defined philosophy. Gradu- 
lly many religions appeared in the different parts of the world. 
However, there were few which could survive in the course of 
time. Here an attempt has been made to throw light on the 
fundamental teachings and important developments of few 
religions which have profoundly affected the life of mankind in 
various regions of the world. 


Hinduism 


Hinduism has no founder like Zoraster, Jesus or Mohammad. 
In fact Hinduism represents a socio-religious order which has 
developed through ages by a spirit of penetration. absorption 
and accomodation. In the early ages it was a synthesis of Vedic 
and Non-Vedic religions. Later on there were many other assimi- 
lations affecting the shape of Hindu religion or we may say that 
such influences have changed the concept of ‘Dharma’ a word 
which can be said to represent the law of life and destiny of a 
Hindu. This philosophy of ‘Dharma’ is the essence of Hindu 
religion. It is the philosophy which we have to understand 
while trying to know about Hinduism. 


Early Vedic Religion 


In the early Vedic age, the religion of the Aryans who were 
settling in India, was mainly the worship of nature. The 
worship of natural forces like Sun, Earth, Dawn, Fire gradually 
turned into worship of Nature gods. Four gods Indra, Som, 
Agni, and Varuna and goddess Usha were given prominence. 
These gods were regarded as friends and benefectors of 
mankind. They were worshipped whenever it was felt that 
their help was needed, The methods of worship was very 
simple. A ‘Yagya’ was performed to give offerings to the 
god. Hymns (Slokas) in praise of the gods were chanted, so 
that they may keep away the demons (dasyus). There was 
no mature thinking about the future of a living being after 
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death. Man’s aim was to enjoy life by living on of virtue 
a path. In the later Rig-Vedic age, the idea of a Supreme Being 
came in existence. 


Synthesis of aryan and Non-Aryan 


Aryans showed the spirit of accomodation in many spheres 
of life as a result of which there was a synthesis of Non-Aryan 
and Aryan systems in the later Vedic age. According to Dr. 
K.M. Pannikar the greatest achievement of the later Vedic age 
was the organisation of Hindu society and religion. The 
importance of Aryan gods changed. Indra and Varuna no 
longer remained the most prominent gods. Their place was 
taken by Vishnu, Shiv and Brahma. The cult of mother 
goddess, prevalent among the Non-Aryans was practised. 
Worship of several other gods and goddessess like Dattatraya, 
Parvatiand others became popular. Elaborate rituals for the 
worship of the gods began to be practised. In some ‘Yagya’ 
sacrifices were made. The importance of the priest—the 
Brahmins—increased. Superstitions also grew in the land. 
The life of a man was divided into four Ashrams—Bramcharya, 
Grahsta, Vansprastha and Sanyas. The inter-mingled society of 
Aryans and Dravidians was divided into four classes according 
to their professions. This caste system later on became rigid. 
The knowledge of the four Vedas began to be regarded as 
sacred. 


Philosophy of Upnishads 


In the later Vedas, the philosophy of the Aryans also 
developed considerably. In Upnishads the seers explained 
thenew ways of salvation. The philosophy of the Upnishads 
became an integral part of Hinduism. The concept of ‘Param 
Brahma’ was universally acceptedin India. Now the aim of 
a Hindu was to seek for his salvation which in other words 
may be called a communion of Atma (soul) and Param-Atma 
(the Supreme Soul). This could only be achieved by freeing 
oneself from the cycle of birth. Several other ways for obtain- 
ing the salvation were explained. Stress on ‘Karma’ theory 
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was laid. The doctrine of Ahimsa, which was later on emphasi- 
sed by the Jains and the Buddhists, was also an accepted 
principle. Meditation (Jnana or knowledge) was considered 
to be more effective than rites, ceremonies and other kinds 
of priestly work. Tapasaya (penance) was considered to be 
one of the ways of salvation. The philosophy ofthe Upni- 
shads regarding life was pessimistic, and hence it was desired 
that all along the life a man should work for his salvation in 
order to free himself from the ‘lives’ of sufferings. These 
principles of the Upnishads became the dominant ‘darshan’ 
of the Hinduism. 


Laws Of Sutra 


The seers and the wise also laid down the course of life of 
a Hindu. In the ‘Sutras’ the social and religious ceremonies 
which a Hindu has to perform from birth to death were 
prescribed in detail. Vedic wisdom took the form of intricate 
and numerous rites and ceremonies: apportioned throughout a 
fixed calendar of worship. Manu, the law giver of the Hindus, 
framed a code for the conduct of the Hindus. 

Thus the shape of Hinduism was determined by the Epic 
age. Afterwards several new philosophers enunciated their 
principles. Many defects also crept into the system, but Hindu- 
ism continued to be a living force throughout the ages. Here 
only such changes are noted which profoundly affected the 
character of Hinduism. 


Revolts Against Hinduism 

In the sixth century B.C. there were numerous reform move- 
ments in India against the specific requirements of the sacrificial 
rites and the dominant role of the Brahmins. The teachings of 
these reformers will be discussed later on. Here it may be said 
that these movements had humanizing influence on Hinduism. 
Ahimsa also became a cardinal principle among the Hindus. 


Sankhya Darshan 


In the earlier centuries of the Christian era, Hinduism wit- 
nessed the formulation of the six demonstration schools of 
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thought “Shashth Darshan’ (1) the esoteric realistic logical 
Nyaya of Kanada; (2) the companion of Nayaya the atomistic 
Vaisheshika of Gotama ; (3) the atheistic Sankhya of Kapila; 
(4) the theistic yoga of Patanjali, which together with Kapila’s 
Sankhya, rested upon a dualism of the natural order to which 
all castes belonged, and a realm of soul, to which individuals 
might have access by an isolation of themse lves by the realm of 
nature; (5) the ‘former inquiry’ of Jaimini; and (6) the ‘latter 
inquiry’ of Vyayas (both these enquiries may be included in the 
general term Vedanta, ie. the object of the Vedas). The basic 
theme of these six schools is Vedic although these are also 
affected by subsequent variations. They are inagreement about 
the fundamental theory that world is tran sitory and unreal ; 
there is something universal and unifying in all religions and 
the ultimate goal of all religions and sects is to seek the Brahma, 
the Absolute. 


Incarnation Theory 


During this period the incarnation theory also gained ground. 
The most popular incarnations were that of Vishnu. A influen- 
tial sect, known as Vaishnavism grew as a result. Shaivism 
also became a popular cult. Both these cults practised iconism. 


Advaitvad ` 


Shankracharya, an exponent of Vedantic, tradition enunciat- 
ed the principle of Advaitvad. 


According to him the world is a myth. Absolute or Brahma 
is allin all. It was the end of wisdom and there were means 
by which one could reach it, the chief being “Knowledge”. By 
removing the shroud of ignorance and ‘Maya’ one can attain 
the knowledge which is salvation. Thus his emphasis was on 
the idea of identity with the Absolute. 


Bhakti Marg 
The great upheavals which Hinduism had to undergo after 


Shankarcharya were on account of Muslim invasions. As a 
result of these storms and stresses Ramanuja proposed a more 
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effective modification of adavaitvad in twelfth century. He 
proposed a less strict way. It was more devotional-a ‘Bhakati- 
Marga’ of devotion to God. According to him this marga 
would be able to control more effectually the force of Karma 
and bring rebirth to an end. Instead of Shankara’s god Shiva, 
his god was Vishnu. He rejected caste distinctions in the realm 
of knowledge and devotion. He considered this world as 
iliusion (Maya) which was an aspect of God’s will. Ramanuja’s 
gospel has thus on intellectual content, which might not have 
appealed intensely to masses. Tulsidas preached the Bhakti 
gospel to common people by appealing to the theme of ancient 
Ramayana. He sang of one trust, one strength, one desire and 
one hope, which was none other than Lord Rama. During 
this period. Meera, Surdas and many others preached ‘Saguna 
Marg’ of devotion while Kabir, Dadu and others were exponent 
of ‘Nirguna Marg’. Some of them took upon the task of social 
reformers also. 


Reform Movements in Nineteenth Century 


With the coming of the British, the need fora social and 
religious reform was realised. Nearly all such reformers ack- 
nowledged the ancient traditions but they wanted to get rid of 
superstitions and social evils which had degenerated Hinduism. 
Ram Mohan Roy devoted more attention to social reform. 
Dayanand raised the cry of ‘Back to the Vedas’ and condemned 
social evils. Others like Ramkrishna, Vivekananda and Theoso- 
phical society tried to reform the socio-religious order. However, 
no body challenged the fundamental concepts of Hindu religion. 
Hinduism continued to present unity in diversity viewing all 
theories and forms as aspects of one eternal truth and substances. 
to which many paths lead. It remains typically Indian and will 
continue to do so for times to come. 


Jainism and Buddhism 


The study of Jainism, a religion, confined to India and 
regarded as a sect of Hinduism along with Buddhism has beer 
taken up together because both have many similarities in 
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circumstances of their rise and spread in India and also in their 
downfall in the country. 


The sixth century B.C. is regarded in world history as age of 
religious reformation. In this century there were about four 
hundred reform movements in India among which Jainism and 
Buddhism stand out to be most prominent. 


Defects of Vedic Religion 


Vedic religion, which was very simple, in the beginning was 
gradually becoming complicated on account of the various 
philosophical thinkings about the efforts of obtaining salvation. 
As the scriptures were in Sanskrit these were not understood by 
the people. Moreover, several of such methods were beyond 
the capacity of common man. He was at a loss to understand 
how these elaborate rituals would help him to attain the ultimate 
goal. He was deeply hurt by the mass sacrifices of animals, 
and sometimes of man in religious rituals. Along with it the 
haughty behaviour of the Brahmins was becoming an eye sore 
to him. The people of the lower caste were suffering under 
their dominance. The state of things had demoralised the 
‘people who urgently felt the need of reform. The result was a 
number of reform movements. 


The founder of Jainism was Vardhaman commonly known 
as Mahavir. But according to Jain traditions he was twenty- 
fourth Tirthankar which leads us to believe that 
Jainism was as old as Hinduism. However, the final shape was 
given by the twenty third Tirthankar, Parshavanath and by 
Mahavir. 


Mahavir was a Kshtriya prince of Bihar. He had renouced 
world in youth and after many sufferings attained the status of 
‘Jina’. During his life time Jainism had spread in Bihar and 
adjacent territories, 


Doctrines of Jainism 


Ahimsa or non-violence is the cardinal principle of Jainism. 
The Jains believe that life exists even in some plants. It is in 
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Jainism that we can find this principle carried to its extreme. 
Mahavir also prescribed a moral code named ‘Asteya’ for his 
followers. He also taught the doctrine of ‘Aprigraha’ accord- 
ing to which a man should carry on existence with bare neces- 
sities of life. He also laid stress on “Brahmcharya”. Accord- 
ing to him the search for ‘truth’ was an essential task for 
aman. Mahavir believed in the theory of transmigration 
of soul but his conception of salvation known as ‘Nirvana’ is 
somewhat different. He calls the state of freedom from cycle 
of birth, as a state in which the soul attains the status of 
Kevaltham. Mahavir considered that severe penance » 
was an effective way for getting Nirvana. He believed in the 
‘Karma’ theory. As he did not believe in the existence of 
gods, the ‘Karma’ of a man determined his future life. Mahavir 
repudiated the sanctity of Vedas and the authority of the 
Brahmins. He also discredited the caste system. 


Sects of Jainism 


In the beginning Jainism flourished in Bihar and its adjoin- 
ing territories. Later on it spread to Rajasthan, Gujarat and 
Mysore. In the Maurian period it was divided into two sects— 
Swetambar and Digambar. Swetambar sect introduced few 
relaxations in the strict code of Jain practices while Digambars 
continued to adhere to the old traditions. Later on certain 
sub-sects like Terehpanthi and others also appeared on the 
scene. By the time, Shankracharya propagated his philosophy 
Jainism had also adopted a caste system and iconic worship. 
The result was that in course of time it was considered to be 
merged in Hinduism as a distinct sect. 


Buddhism 

The founder of Buddhism was Sidartha, a Kshatriya prince. 
From his childhood he used to think about the sufferings of life. 
In his young age he was married but soon after the birth of a 
son he renounced his worldly life. In company of five ascetics 
he practiced asceticism but did not find satisfaction. The 
enlightenment came to him under a big treein Gaya. Since 
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then he as “The Buddha” was successful in spreading his religion 
in the country. He also organised an order “The Sangha” of 
those who became ‘Bikshus’. Unlike Jainism, Buddhism spread 
far and wide in Asian countries and thus became a world 
religion. 


Teachings of Buddha 


Buddha never clamed himself to be a prophet proclaiming 
the will of God. Asa matter of fact he refused to think over 
metaphysical matters and scorned the philosophers of the day 
for their speculations about Brahma and man’s relation to the 
Divine. He, however, believed in the theory of transmigra- 
tion of soul and said that this process of birth and death 
would go on indefinitely unless the ‘Karma’ of an individual 
teleased him from this cycle. According to him a man could 
not escape the effects of his ‘Karma’. For the practical solu- 
tion of the problem of an individual, in freeing himself from 
the round of existence, he formulated the famous ‘‘Four Noble 
Truths” and suggested an ‘Eight Fold Path.’ 


Four Noble Truths are: 


(1) Human life is an existence of sufferings. 

(2) The cause of such sufferings is craving thirsts. 

(3) Human sufferings can be ended if cravings (thirst) are 
conquered by an individual. 


(4) An individual can conquer his thirst by following the 
Eight Fold Path. 


Eight Fold Path implies : 


Right views, right aspirations, right speech, right conduct, 
right mode of living, right effort, right mindfulness and 
right rupture. 


Buddha also called it as a middle path because by following 
this Eight Fold Path a man has neither to pass his life in extreme 
suffering nor has he to pass a life of ease. 
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Buddha laid stress on the doctrine of Ahimsa but in Bud- 


dhism we do not find the doctrine carried to its extreme as in 
Jainism. 


Buddha laid downa moral code for his followers which 
is known as ‘Ten Commandments’ (Sutras). 
The ten commandments are as following: 


(1) Do not desire other’s wealth. (2) To keep away from 
killing and violence. (3) To speak the truth. (4) To abstain 
from intoxication. (5) To remain aloof from corruption. (6) 
To abstain from dance and music. (7) To abstain from the 
use of perfumes and garlands. (8) To take food at the proper 
time. (9) To abstain from the use of soft. beds. (10) To 
renounce gold and women, 


Among these te: commandments, first five are for ordinary 
disciples, the family men gaza and all the ten for the Bhikshus. 


Although Buddha was reluctant to speak on metaphysical 
matters yet he gave his views about ‘Nirvana.’ According to 
him Nirvana means release from all that makes up 
man’s life of desires. Thus an individual could attain the status 
of Nirvana even in his life time. 


Buddha repudiated the divinity of the Vedas and the autho- 
rity of the Brahmans. He welcomed low caste people by treat- 
ing them as equal. He was totally opposed to sacrifices. 


Causes of Rise of Jainism and Buddhism 


Now let us discuss the causes of the rise of Jainism and 
Buddhism in India and the spread of Buddhism in Asia. 
Both the reformers were Kshatriya princes of attractive per- 
sonalities and had made sacrifices by renouncing their lives 
of pleasure. Both of them explained their teachings in the 
lanugage of the people and tried to remove the intellectual 
confusion among the masses by prescribing definite ways of 
salvation. Both opposed elaborate rituals. Both the religions 
did not recognise the authorities of Brahmins and opposed the 
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barriers of caste system. Both the orders were fortunate in 
getting royal patronage. 


Buddhism, however, spread to other countries also because 
it had an accomodating spirit. The middle path prescribed by 
Buddha was easier to follow. The monastic order of Buddha 
was more energetic in its propaganda and sent mission in fore- 
ign countries. 


Mahayana aud Hinyana 


Gradually different schools of thought also grew in Buddh- 
ism. The most famous are Mahayana (Great Vehicle) and 
Hinyana (Small Vehicle). 


Mahayana claimed to represent the true and fuller teachings 
of the master. Mahayana was influenced by renascent Hinduism 
and relaxed the rules to some extent. It was Mahayanism 
which spread across Central Asia, China, Tibet, Korea,Japan, 
Burma and many other regions of South East Asia. This cult 
gave prominence to ‘Boddhi Sattva’ idea. ‘Boddhi Sartva’ is a 
divine being who having started as human perfected himself 
through countless incarnations until he earned the right of 
Nirvana. It also took to iconic worship of Buddha. 


Buddhism and Jainism received a set back in India when the 
Hindus started a reform movement. Shankracharya and 
Kumaril Bhatt greatly influenced the people. The corruption 
among the monastries also made Buddhism unpopular. When 
in the course of time these religions relaxed their rules, they 
were somewhat nearer to Hindu religion. The opposition of the 
Rajputs also gave a blow to the popularity of the religions. 


Confucianism 


China had a number of philosophers and reformers in the 
sixth century B.C. Among them the most famous are Confuc- 
ious and Laotse. The teachings of Confucious influenced the 
life of chinese so much that uptil now it is considered that all 
Chinese are Confucianists with a leaning towords Buddhism» 
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Confucious (551-479 B.C.) lived in an age when the feudal 
system and its institutions were dying anda new China was 
emerging. He was a man of humble origin. Up to the age of 
thirty five he was unknown. While as a government official he 
studied the ancient governments and ceremonies. Due to 
differences with the higher authorities he had to leave his post. 
He established a school in which he trained a few disciples 
according to his teachings. In the latter half of his life he 
visited different states for solving the political and social evils 
in the country. His disciples compiled his sayings in the five 
classics to which four books were added later on. These two 
collections constitute the bible of Confucious. 


Ethics of Confucianism 


Confucious was very much concerned with the social evils 
According to him the main reason for the degeneration of the 
society was the lack of moral character among its members. 
Therefore he attached much importance to the development of 
human character. As family was the basic unit of Chinese 
society he desired that members of a family should perform 
their duties. The husband should be just, the wife obedient, 
the father kind, the son flial, the elder brother considerate, the 
younger obedient and the friends faithful. Confucious laid 
emphasis upon offering veneration to the elders. It not only 
included obedience to parents but service to the dead. Similarly 
teacher was to be venerated as he was the intellectual parent. 
Confucious also applied this princip'. to solve political prob- 
lems. In his opinion while the sovereign should be beneyo- 
lent, the subjects and officials should be loyal. He considered 
Emperor to be the son of Heaven. Confucious prescribed few 
essentials for building up a man’s character. An individual 
should have qualities of head and heart; he should be bold and 
should possess benevolent tendencies. He should never resort 
to falsehood. He should not develop jealousy and should not 
pay attention to harsh words or condemnation. He should 
always behave in a polite manner. in addition to this he laid 


down the following seve n principles : 
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(i) To view things in the right perspective; (ii) to remain 
benevolent; (iii) to remain truthful in dealings; (iv) to perform 
duties sincerely; (v) to remain anxious in removing doubts; (vi) 
to think over the results of anger; and lastly (vii) to remain 
honest. 


Like Christ he laid stress on piety and friendship. He also 
believed that the reply to injuries should be given through 
justice. He asked his disciples to pass their life in perfect 
discipline. 


Like Buddha, Confucious refused to think over metaphysi- 
cal and philosphical problems. When a man cannot know 
about himself and his life, how can he know about such things, 
was his argument. He, therefore, never claimed to bea messen- 
ger of God. He never tried to perform miracles or relieve 
people from miseries by such acts. He did not discuss about 
the gods. He was a supporter of old traditions. 


The substance of the ethics of Confucious is found in two 
norms which have been the ideal of Chinese till recently. The 
first is that the man should do others what he desires them to 
do him. Secondly, the good should be sought in the act and 
not in the result. 


Spread of confucianism 


Confucious achieved a certain degree of success in his life 
time. Confucianism was established as the state religion by the 
Emperor Wu-ti (140-87 B.C.) and held that position till 1912. 
The cult consisted of the worship of Heaven and Earth, the 
ceremony to Confucious and ancestor worship. It shows that 
Confucianism had great digestive capacity. It adopted the 
High God, the cult of the mother Earth. Buddhism had also 
influenced it. It deepened the philosophy of the scholars of Neo- 
Confucianism who believed that the human nature is good and a 
good man should have no fears. 


It appears that in the communist regime, Confucianism may 
have declining influence on the life of a Chinese. But it can 
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not be denied that throughout these twenty-five centuries the 
ethics of this cult has been most effective in the family and 
social life of Chinese. It has contributed a great deal in deve- 
loping the ancient Chinese culture towards peace by organising 
a corporate life. 


Judaism 


Judaism is the religion professed by a small people scattered 
over the globe. This, one of the smallest and historic religion 
out of the depth of its own exper ence, attained a lofty and 
unique vision of God, man and the universe and translated that 
vision into a programme of living. That vision and the way of 
life constitute the philosophy and precepts of Judaism. 


Characteristics of Judaism 


Judaism has two distinct characteristics. First, it is uncon- 
ceivable without a continuous living of the Jewish people. 
Secondly, it was deeply rooted in the relationship of the people 
to the land in the early stages of its development. In the 
Abraham covenant there is a promise of land which is now not 
only the national goal but an instrument by which God's 
pleasure or displeasure on the Jews is manifested. As a result 
‘of these two characterstics Judaism has developed two aspects. 
As a system of religious thought it is universal but as a religious 
cult it is associated with historical associations and even geogra- 
phical colouring. Its ethical principles embrace all mankind 
but its religious discipline binds only its adherents. 


The Jewish people consider themselves as chief instrument of 
the divine revelation. Their God known in the early ages of 
the world as God of Abraham, Issac and Jacob came to be 
known as God of Israel. He is considered to be Father of 
Mankind, Creator of the Universe, the Source of all life and 
Ruler of all creatures. According to Jewish religious outlook, 
“God saw all that He had made and behold it was very good”. 
Gods chief attributes were J ustice, Love, Truth and Mercy, These 
divine qualities of God were revealed to His prophets who 
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channeled them in human life as an activating force for conduct 
through law-written and oral. Jews, therefore, observe a special 
code, ‘TORAH’—written and oral—to fill or to sanctify 
themselves for world ministration because they consider 
themselves to be God’s appointed trustees of religion in the 
interest of all mankind. 


Ethics of Judaism 


The early religious law or ethical principles of this religion. 
were described as “Laws of the children of Noah”. Gradually 
the prophets reconstructed these laws imaginatively to make it a 
universal faith. Incest, murder, theft, cruelty to animals, idolatry 
and bigamy were considered undesirable. Later on Judaism 
freely acknowledged the divine mission of Christianity and 
equally that of Islam. Christ and Muhammad were considered 
to be active agents or Messiahs for spreading the basic truths- 
which God revealed to Israel in forms which were more readily 
assimilable to the nations because of their different backgrounds. 
Hence Judaism, in its own view remained more than ever ‘a 
light of the nations”. But with the growth of experience the 
horizon of understanding of the Jews resulted in deeper penetra- 
tion of ideas about God. 


The Jewish nation became increasingly God conscious. They 
felt that the world was spiritualised as it was filled with His 
presence. Natural forces were regarded as the instrument of 
His will. Inthe soul of an individual image of God was dis- 
covered. An individual could emulate God himself by practising 
holiness. The Lord was considered to be one. This proclama- 
tion of monotheism became the corner stone of Jewish metaphy- 
sics. We therefore find that every aspect of Jewish religious- 
life is charged with the consciousness of God and every Jewish. 
law has its divine origin and sanction. 


Thirteen Articles of Judasim 


After the spread of Christianity and Islam a necessity to 
formulate a series of cardinal beliefs of Judaism was felt in view 
of vast literature on Jewish theology. The nearest approach to 
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an almost universally accepted creed in Judaism was projected 
by the famous Jewish philospher Moses ben Maimon or Mai- 
monides in the latter part of the twelfth century. It consists of 
the following thirteen articles of faith: (1) Belief in the existence 
of God, (2) in His Unit, (3) in His incorporeality, (4) in the 
eternity of God, (5) belief that worship is due to Him alone, (6) 
belief in prophecy, (7) belief that Moses was the greatest of all 
prophets. (8) that the Torch was revealed to Moses on Sinai, 
(9) that it is immutable, (10) that God is omniscient (11) belief 
in reward and punishment in this world and life thereafter, 
(12) belief in the coming of the Messiah, and (13) in resurrection 
-of the dead. 


Although there were many critics of this creed summarised 
by Maimonides the basic tenets were not challenged or denied. 
Later on the reform movement of Judaism disavowed the belief 
in ressurection and the traditional view of divine revelation. 


Jewish philosophy is centred on the vision of God’s ‘King- 
dom on earth’. According toit the world is good as it has 
been created by God and moved by His will. Man’s religious 
hopes and fears, his joys and sorrows, his dreams and visions 
are centered in the world of nature and in his social relations 
with man and society. This earthly concentration of religious 
aspirations did not exclude their belief in a shadowy existence 
after death. But neither the law giver nor the prophets were 
much concerned with this shadowy world. The goal of their 
life was to elevate the life of individuals and nations. They, 
therefore, rejected the attitude of the renuciation of society and 
the world. 


Rituals of Judaism 


There were several rituals and institutions with which the 
Jewish religion enriched the spiritual life of mankind, Sabbath 
is one of them. Judaism endowed Sabbath richly with the poetry 
of custom and ceremony and deepened the spiritual significance 
of the day through song, prayer and precept. Several festivals 
associated with nature’s manifestations of spring, summer and 
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fall in Israel were raised to the level of holy days. Most of 
these festivals were adopted by the Christians. In contrast to 
these festivities are the holy days of New Year and Day of Atone- 
ment. On these days the kingdom of God is visible on the 
horizon peopled by all races of mankind and filled with 
righteousness. Prayer, penitenence and fasting on these 
days is observed for causing the holiness of this kingdom to 
descend to earth. On the atonement day rites of confession and 
repentence are performed. 


There is no doubt that Judaism influenced Christianity and 
Islam a great deal by its firm and optimistic faith in God and 
the future of mankind. 


Islam 


Islam means submission and surrender to the will of God. It 
is a religion which stresses faith in one sovereign and righteous 
God and proclaiming a brotherhood of all believers regardless- 
of class or pedigree. 


Life and Teachings of Mohammad 


The founder of this theistical religion with a democratic 
approach was Muhammad. Starting life as an orphan the 
Prophet knew hardship and suffering at first hand. At the age 
of twenty-five, his marriage with Khadijah, a rich and noble 
widow brought him contentment. He could now reflect upon 
the nature and destiny of man. He was mortified by the idola- 
tory practices of his tribe, who worshipped Al-Kabah in Mecca. 


He was also horrified to observe several superstitions prevalent 
among the various tribes living in Arabia. Like the Egyptians 
these tribesmen tied camels to the graves of the departed beings. 
In his pensive moods he received messages from God on several 
occasions. At the age of forty his meditations began to mellow 
into a startling spiritual experience as a result of which he emer- 
ged with a vast conception of God and His role. From this 
time onwards he appeared as a Prophet. The residents of Mecca. 
turned againt him with hate and fury and forced him to flee to 
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Medina in the year of hegira (622 A.D.). He found a congenial 
atmosphere in Medina. A state of war began between the 
residents of the two cities. In the end Islamic forces won. On 
his death on Sth June 632 A.D. he bequeathed to his followers a 
religious system. 


Koran, the holy scripture of the Muslim faith contains the 
divine mandates as revealed by the Prophet. It is of boundless 
importance for the Muslims because its main purpose is to 
awaken in man the higher consciousness of his manifold rela- 
tions with God and the Universe. 


Teachings of Muhammad are : 


(1) The whole concept of Islamic theology is determined by 
the doctrine of Allah which places greatest stress on His unique- 
ness and unity. Muhammad emphatically proclaimed, “There 
is no God but Allah”. The Koranic concept of one God includes 
among other elements, a clear cut assertion of His Creativeness, 
Knowledge, Omnipotence and Eternity. Man’s relation to Him 
is one of complete dependence. Aman has nothing to fear 
from the Allah as He is ‘God the Merciful, the Compassionate’. 


(2) The Prophet strongly denounced idolatory. His spirit was 
caught up by his followers with missionary zeal. They tried to 
eradicate the practice of idolatory wherever they went. 


(3) Muhammad preached a simple religion free from elabo- 
rate rituals. He directed his followers to worship the God ina 
simple manner. There is no necessity of a priest. The standing 
posture in the Namaj alternating with kneeling and prostration, 
accompanied by Koranic recitation and adoration is pervaded by 
a profound humility and devotion. It is regarded as an intimate 
conversation with God. 


(4) Islam lays great emphasis upon faith (iman) which means 
the tranquility of the soul and its freedom from fear by a comp- 
Jete trust in Allah and Koran. His behaviour is regulated by two 
main features : 
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(i) To do the right work (ihsan) as though Allah was before 
one’s eye. 


(ii) Compliance with five duties : 
(a) Profession of faith in one God, Allah. 
(b) To worship Him five times during the day. 
(c) To give at least 1/40th of one’s income as alms. 


(d) To perform a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in 
life. 


(e) To keep fast in the month of Ramzan. 


(5) The Prophet enjoined his followers to follow certain 
morals. To show respect towards the elders, kindness towards 
the ill-iredden and to give justice to all are essential for a 


Muslim. The Prophet has forbidden the drinking of wine and 
other intoxicants. 


(6) Muhammad organised his followers in a brotherhood. 
No one is big or small in the Muslim society. Every body 
enjoys an equal status. 


(7) The Prophet was clear about his ideas of life after death. 
According to him all individuals will have to present themselves 
before the Allah onthe Day of Judgment and Retribution 
(aama at faa). For the God-fearing there is a blissful abode, 
garden and vineyard and girls with swelling breasts and a 
brimming cup while for the outrageous the reward would be 
hell. Muhammad, however, expounded the theory that no one 
but a believer may fully share in the privilages and responsibili- 
ties of a Muslim people or nation. 


The Prophet regarded Christianity and Judaism with venera- 


tion. He instructed his followers to follow a policy of tolera- 
tion towards them. 


Sunnis and Shia Sects 


The expansion of Islam began rapidly in the time of the 
Prophet. It had spread over whole of Arabia in his life time. 
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In the time of Omar, the second Caliph, the conquest of Syria, 
Mesopotamia, Egypt and Persia was in progress. He styled 
himself as Amir-al-muminin (commander of the faithful). The 
fourth Caliph Ali was murdered by the supporters of the des- 
cendants of Usman, the third Caliph, who had been killed by 
the followers of Ali. This rivalry divided the Muslims in two 
sects. The Sunnits conceive of the theocratic state as an earthly 
dominion, headed by a successor of Muhammad as their Imam 
(leader) but Shias insist on a legitimate Imam, an incarnation 
of the Divine. This idea proceeds from the assumption of Ali's 
divine appointment by Muhammad and believes that the rules 


-of the three Caliphs preceding him were null and void. Later 


on the Shias adopted a free appeal to spiritual and intellectual 
standards, presupposing a mandate from God whereby the 
learned commentator might seek to discover and enunciate novel 
forms of religious truth, in conformity with Koran and tradition. 
The Sunnis remained rigid in this respect. 


The Muslims extended their sway in many parts of Europe, 


“Asia and North Africa in the succeeding centuries. Under the 


Caliphas Baghdad became their capital. The city became the 
centre of learning and culture. At a time when Europe and 
the East were passing through an age of darkness the Arabs 
preserved the store of knowledge. During the renaissance period 
the knowledge preserved and extended by the Muslims enabled 
the Europeans to revive their culture and make further progress 


in all directions. 


-Christianity 


The world in which Christ first preached his gospel was a 
confused world of degenerated Roman civilization, Greek culture 
and Hebrew religion. Various cults, full of superstititions were 
followed by the people. Christ came as a Messiah, to relieve 
them of the miseries. 


Christ was born in Bethlehem, a suburb of Jerusalam. His 


-early life passed in poverty. After attaining maturity he was 


baptized by John. He travelled in many places in Palestine. 
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After the execution of John, the Baptist by the Roman 
authorities Christ carried on his mission, He, however, enligh- 
tened the people with his spiritual revelations. He denounced 
the practice of the worship of the Roman Emperor. He was 
crucified by the provincial governor. 


Teachings 


(1) Jesus Christ called God as just and benevolent towards 
all. As the sun does not show partiality to any one in giving his 
light similarly God does not unjustly favour or disfavour any 
one. 


(2) All the men are beloved sons of God. Therefore, 


whether they are rich or poor, strong or weak, righteous or 
sinner, they are precious in His eyes. 


(3) Christ called upon shis disciples to believe in one God. 


(4) Christ called himself Messiah, the beloved son of God. 
Jesus said to one of his disciples, Simon, “Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-Jona for fresh blood has not revealed (it) to thee, but 
my father is in heaven.” He was sent by God to show the right 
path to the people of the world. 


(5) Christ Jaid great emphasis on faith in God. 

(6) Christ believed in the service of mankind. By serving man 
an individual can serve God. According to him mankind was 
knit in a brotherhood. He said, “As I have loved you, so you 
shall love one another.” 


(7) In his famous ‘Sermon of the Mount’ Christ gave them 
the most important of his teaching. He spoke about the ‘King- 
dom of the Heaven’ or God. According to him “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of the Heaven. Blessed 
are the meek for they shall inherit the earth”. He also said that 
those who are hungry, thirsty and merciful are also blessed by 
God. 


(8) In the above sermon he also said, ‘Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you.” 
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Similarly, he advocated tolerance towards others. His famous- 
teaching is, “Whoever shall smite thee on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also.” He desired that forgiveness should be- 
adopted. At the time of crucification he whispered, “Forgive 
them, God, for they know not what they do.” 


(9) Jesus asked his followers to desist from immoral acts, 
to desist from theft, slaying, deceit, false witness and corruption. 
(10) Jesus asked his followers to give up yearning for wealth. 


He clearly said that it would be impossible for a man to- 
attain the kingdom of God until he gives up wealth. Just as it is 
difficult for a camel to enter the needle, similarly, it is impossible- 
for a wealthy man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 


Spread of Christianity 


After the martyrdom of Jesus, Christianity began to be 
popular. Paul and Peter were the two great preachers of the 
early days of Christianity. Gradually a monastic order was 
organised, These monastries became the centres of learning. 
Seven rituals were considered to be essential for a Christian to 
perform, The Roman Emperors opposed the expansion of 
the religion. But after the adoption of Christianity as a state 
religion by Constantine in 313 A.D. the expansion was rapid. 
Rome became the centre of Christianity with Pope as its spiritual 
head. 


Rise of Protestantism 


In the medieval ages there was a great deal of degeneration 
among the monks several of them indulged in pleasure. Many 
of them participated in politics. External rituals increased day 
by day. Pope was no longer a moral leader. His agents were- 
collecting money from the people on various excuses like the 
sale of Indulgence. In the wake of renaissance, the reforma- 
tion also came. Calvin, Zwingli and Luther revolted against 
the ill practices of the day. Luther’s protest brought a division 
among the followers of Christianity. These two sects came to 
be known as Roman Catholics and Protestants. Those who- 
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-wanted reform and protested against the corrupt methods were 
known as Protestants and others who adhered to the traditional 
religion were known as Catholics. For a long time there was 
conflict between the two sects. Catholics also tried to reform 
the Christianity and started a counter reformation movement. 
The religious strifes in Europe were bloody and ended in 1630 
with the conclusion of the Thirty Years’ War. 

The Protestants are known by different names in different 
countries. As for example, in France they are known as 
Hugonets, in Scotland they are known as Calvinists and so on. 
There are several sects within the creed of Protestantism. In 
the times of Elizabeath I, Anglican Church was established by 
the Queen as a compromise formula. Puritans, who believe in 
leading a life of abstinence are found in greater number in 
England. Majority of them migrated to America afterwards. 

In the modern age, Christianity has spread to many parts of 
-the world including Asia, Africa and America. 


Contribution of Religion to Society and Culture 


Man is a rational animal. The quest for finding the hidden 
strength and beauties of Nature led to the beginnings of religion 
in primitive age. This quest of man has not yet ended. The 
-study of religion gives him opportunity to satisfy his desire for 
acquiring further knowledge. It makes people know what they 
are and how they are performing their duties. In this quest 
for truth religion increases the knowledge of the mankind. 


Religion also serves the needs of society besides quenching 
the thirst of acquiring spiritual knowledge of man. It teaches 
an individual to perform his duties sincerely. It guides him to 
the right path. There are several instances when the conscience 
of the man aroused by religious sentiments had saved him from 
going astray. It helps in harmonising the relations between the 
individuals who make the society. 


Religion has proved helpful in breaking the barriers of 
nationalities and other such distinctions. All religions teach 
tolerance towards other faiths. They teach that all men are 
brothers. It, therefore, encourages the spirit of brotherhood 
among the different peoples of the world. 
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Religion also helps in removing distinctions between poor 
and the rich, between powerful and the weak. The tenets of 
Islam and Christianity clearly mention that the down trodden 
should be treated with equality and piety. 


All the religions have prescribed a moral code for their 
followers. It has enabled the people to lead a moral life. 


Religion has given great impetus to the spread of education. 
Nearly all the religious centres have been the centre of learning. 
Several universities were established by religious foundation. In 
order to read the Holy scriptures man has learned to read the 
alphabets and later on increased his knowledge. 


Similarly, the religious impulse of man has created in him a 
desire to ornament his place of worship. The constructions of 
temples, mosques, churches and other religious monuments like 
stupas has been a significant contribution by religion. It is 
truly said that earlier art was a handmaid of religion. The 
paintings in the primitive caves, the paintings in Ajanta and the: 
sculpture of Ellora are fine specimen of the art motivated by 
religion. 


Throughout the ages, politics has been influenced by religion. 
The priests had their say in the administration of the land in 
the medieval ages. A ruler was always mindful of religious 
considerations. Even in modern times there are theocratic 
states. 


The principle of non-violence enunciated in Hinduism, 
Christianity, Buddhism has contributed towards the establish- 
ment of peace among the nations, But it must not be forgotten 
that religious zeal carried to an extreme has resulted in War 3" 
bloodshed. One of the causes of the spre 4 f Islam was the use 
of sword. The bloody struggles mens Catholics and Protes- 
tants in Europe in fifteenth and Sixteenth century were the result 
of religious intolerance. However, in the modern ages religion 


is not a pre-dominant factor in giving rise to conflicts- 
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Religion has been an instrument in maintaining contacts 
between the different continents. The spread of Islam in various 
parts of Asia and Europe in medieval ages has provided a link 
between these two continents. The spread of Christianity in 
different parts of the globe has furnished intimate links between 
the people. 


Religion has contributed a great deal in the development of 
language and literature. The holy scriptures were written in 
the language of the people. In few cases the scriptures had to 
re-written in the spoken language of the people, which changed 
with the lapse of time, The philosphical thinking of the learned 
man has enriched the literature of the world. Works like 
Rigveda, Gita, Upnishads, Bible, and Koran are rich sources 
of knowledge. Similarly, many other works produced by monks 
-and persons of religious bent have been considered as immortal. 


The quest of nature impu!sed by religious fervour has led to 
many discoveries of the phenomenon of nature. In the primi- 
tive ages man studied the nature. In the modern age the 
impact of religion on science is when various groups of scien- 
tists join together to make common cause on many important 
public questions. The influence of religion on their approach 
is evident when they denounce the production of hydrogen 
bombs. The scientists, therefore, desire to make such inven- 
tions and discoveries which are beneficial to mankind. 


From time to time religious feelings have encouraged people 
to make propaganda for stopping evil practices. The move- 
ment for the abolition of the slave trade was inspired by a 
sense of humanity. 


No other factor influences the course of human life as relig- 
ion does, Aman may call himself an atheist but still he has 
his conscience which pricks him. He believes in following 
certain morals and that way he follows a religion. It enables 
the individual to follow the rules of the society, prompts him 
to perform his duties sincerely and always guides him to go 
-on the path of righteousness, 
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HINTS TO TEACHERS 
1. To arrange discussion in the class on 


(a) basic principles of all religions. 
(b) basic unity among all religions of the world. 


2. To arrange talks onthe fundamental unity of all relig- 
ions by inviting scholars and eminent teachers. 

3. To arrange visits to local sites of religious importance 
including temples, mosques, gurdwaras, etc. 

4. To locate the following places in the outline map of the 
world. 


(a) Birth places of important saints of all religions. 
(b) Places of religious importance. 


5. To collect and prepare an album of the pictures of saints 
and seers. 

6. To arrange celebrations of anniversaries of great pro- 
phets and saints in the school. 

7, To present tableaus depicting different features and 
activities from the lives of saints and prophets. 

8. To organise programmes in which all students may part- 
icipate in religious songs like Bhajan, Prayers, etc. 
Pictures of saints of all religions should be displayed in 
the school. 

10. Film shows depicting the lives of saints may be arranged 
in the school. 

11. Students may be encouraged through competitions to 
memorise couplets and sayings of great saints. 

12. Celebrations of all religious festivals in the school. 

43. All the important books of all religions should find 
place in the school library. 


EVALUATION 


4. ‘Jainism and Budhism were popular social and religi- 
ous revolts against Hinduism’. Explain the main 
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teaching of these two faiths with reference to the 
above opinion. 

Throw light on the teachings of Christ. Compare 
these with the main principles of Islam and Judaism. 
Write an essay on the contribution of the religion to- 
the intellectual, social and cultural life of mankind. 
Write briefly on the ethical principles of Judaism. 


Discuss the principles of Islamic teaching. 
Write short notes on : 


(i) Animism. (ii) Shankaracharya’s Advaitvada. (iii) 
Hinayana and Mahayana. (iv) Torah. (v) Protestantism. 


(vi) Bhakti Movement. (vii) Sankhya Darshan. (viii) 
Concept of non-violence. 


‘The ethics of Confucious have deeply affected the 
course of Chinese life throughout the ages.” Do you 
agree? 


Arrange the following names of religions correctly 
against their founders : 


Religion Name of the founder 
Christianity Mohammad 
Islam Buddha 
Buddhism Mahabir 
Jainism Christ 
Confucious 


Arrange the following dates of birth correctly against: 
the names of the religious leader : 


Mahabir 4B.C. 
Buddha SVAD 
Christ 561 B.C. 
Muhammad 550 B.C. 


470 A.D. 


» 
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10. Fill up the blanks selecting the most appropriate word 


from the list of words given : 


(a) Judaism is a religion of the... 


(b) Jainism is confined to.. 


(c) The birth of Muhammad took i se i ET 
(d) Muhammad fled from Mecca tO... teree 
(e) re ..was an age of religious reformation in 


different p parts of the world. 


(f) Confucious was a resident of . f 
India, Mecca, China, Sixth Century B.C., "Medina, 


Jews. 


Il. Tick mark the correct alternatives in the following : 


(a) Ahimsa is practised in its extreme form in Hinduism/ 
Christianity/Islam/Jainism. 

(b) Eight fold path is the middle path of Judaism/Con- 
fucianism/Buddhism/Islam. 

(c) Moses was an exponent of the philosophy of Judaism/ 
Jainism/Christianity/Islam. 


(d) In the pre-historic ages the religion of the Egyptians/ 


Sumerians/Aryans was not guided by fear from the 


forces of nature. 
(e) Christianity was declared as a state religion by Nero/ 


Constantine/Julias Ceasar. 
(f) The Sermon on the Mount was delivered by Buddha/ 


Mahabir/Christ/Mohammed. 
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